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Dear Trinity, 

Christ’s peace to you all in this 
month of  August. The summer 
is drawing to a close, and the 
school year is just around the 
corner. Things are ramping up 
at Trinity too! God has blessed 
us with a number of  events 
that will begin this month; I 
would like to share just a few 
of  them with you.  

-Sunday, August 8th, we will 
b e g i n b a ck o u r S u n d ay 
morning breakfasts, from 
9:00-9:30 am.  

-Saturday, August 14th, we will 
have a Children’s Ministry Pool 
Party.  

-Sunday, August 15th, we will host our Fall Rally Day, which will include:  
-The Blessing of  the Backpacks for all our students  
-Kickoff  for Fall Sunday School classes (Gospel of  John with Bill Abraham; The 
Life of  Prayer with Edwina Thomas)  
-BBQ Lunch (Special thanks to Bud and Angela Bray)  
-Volunteer sign up for ministries  
-A bounce house in the courtyard for the children  

-Saturday, August 21st, a Parent’s Day out from 10 am-2 pm.  

-Wednesday, August 25th, we begin our Wednesday night Rector’s Forum, which 
includes:  
-Dinner, 5:30 pm-6:15 pm  
-Rector’s Forum, 6:15 pm-7:15 pm (Topic: Anglican Distinctiveness)  
-Compline, 7:15 pm-7:30 pm  
-Nursery, Children’s Ministry, and Youth group also available  

These are just a few of  the exciting upcoming events happening at Trinity. Please 
mark your calendars and be in prayer for the success of  our August events. I look 
forward to seeing you all there! God bless.  

In Christ, 

Rev. Sean  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Trinity Episcopal 
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Vision: 
In glorifying God, we 
the members of Trinity 
Church, will foster a 
unified parish, 
demonstrate our 
spirituality with an 
open heart, and reflect 
in our actions the good 
news of the Holy Spirit 
to all members of our 
church and community.
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SENIOR WARDEN’S MESSAGE

Dear Trinity Family, 
  
Greetings to all of  you! I am so grateful for 
your support of  our planned roof  renovation 
project, Rev. Sean’s scholarship fund, and 
Trinity Episcopal School. Each of  these 
important funds have received generous 
contributions over the summer.   Continued 
contributions to each fund are welcome and 
appreciated.   Rev. Sean’s studies at University 
of  Edinburgh will continue for several years.  
  
On July 18, the vestry reviewed two proposals 
for repairs to the leaking roof  and masonry at 
All Saint’s Hall (ASH) and selected Slone 
Construction as the contractor. Slone 
Construction will be working with Church 
Insurance to help us file a claim for the 
weather-related damages that in our opinion 
comprise a substantial amount of  the cost.  At this time we do not know the outcome of  the 
claim.  Construction activity will begin soon on the east side of  ASH as we investigate the 
condition of  the structure and make final adjustments to the planned approach.  If  you have 
any questions regarding this project, feel free to call Laura Rectenwald at (903) 238-7312.  
Watch the weekly newsletter for additional information as it becomes available. 

- Laura Rectenwald, Senior Warden 
 

- Want to enjoy this issue of  the Tripod in color and higher resolution? You can find a PDF 
version online at http://www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/the-tripod.html. 

- By visiting Trinity’s website, you can also read about the history of  our parish, learn about 
our many ministries, find links of  interest, and keep up with the latest parish news in between 
Tripod issues. 

- For short and sweet weekly updates, sign up to receive the Weekly E-news via email. Send an 
email to Alicia Anderson, Communications Coordinator at alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu 
to be added to the distribution list. 

- With Trinity’s rich and long history we know there are so many great memories to share! Do 
you have a great throwback photo you would like shared on Trinity’s Facebook page? Email 
the church office with the title "Throwback Thursdays,” and we will try to include as many as 
we can in the coming weeks and months.  Magda has already posted a few; visit the Facebook 
page to check them out. 

- Have an announcement, story, or photos you would like included in an upcoming issue of  
The Tripod? Please contact Communications Coordinator, Alicia Anderson at 
alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu or call the church office. 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Our Mission:

To proclaim 
the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ 
by: 

Inviting all to 
accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord 
and Savior. 

Fostering the 
presence of 
the Holy 
Spirit for the 
equipping of 
saints to do 
the work of 
ministry.

Witnessing to 
the power of 
God to heal, 
transform, 
and make all 
things new. 

Supporting 
those who by 
word and 
example 
make Christ’s 
redemptive 
work known.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/the-tripod.html


EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

Mark your calendars or cut out and stick these graphics to your fridge! We’ve got a busy and fun-
filled August ahead and much more continuing throughout the year. 

OFFERINGS FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES: 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PARISH-WIDE OFFERINGS:



YOUTH

Summer camp was a new experience for Trinity’s youth. Typically, our summer event is 
focused on a mission trip, but, since we did our missions here locally, we joined in with New 
Covenant Church youth group at Scottsville Camp. 

The week was filled with exciting water games, 
rock climbing, canoeing, team competitions, 
giant water slides, Bible lessons, and worship. 
With all the amazing activities, one would 
think the youth’s favorite experiences would 
have been a particular game or event. 
However, when asked, the youth all responded 
that their favorite part of  camp was the 
worship and prayer service. 

The youth experienced the Holy Spirit first-
hand in a powerful way. They prayed together 
and for one another. They reached out for 
guidance and committed themselves to grow spiritually in the coming months. 

Since this was my first experience taking the youth to camp, I asked the group which they 
preferred. One youth responded with “both.” He explained that a mission trip is when you 
are serving others and camp is when others are serving you; both are important for spiritual 
growth. I was impressed with this observation and after seeing what a powerful difference 
the work of  the Holy Spirit made in the youth, I realized this is something that needs to 
happen every summer! 

So, thank you, Trinity Church, for always giving and supporting our youth activities. 

- Rae Dickson 

Read what the youth had to say about their experiences (continued on the next page). 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Our Core 
Values:

Commitment to 
Jesus Christ

Authority of 
Scripture 

Evangelism

Relational 
Ministry

Worship

Servant 
Ministry

Sacrificial Giving
 
Biblical 
Leadership



YOUTH (CONT.)

Ela: My favorite thing about summer camp was how God, the 
worship, and prayer brought us all together in ways you couldn’t 
even imagine! It was an amazing experience and I’d definitely go 
again. 
  
Anika: My favorite thing about camp was the worship service. 
  
Aiden: I enjoyed the canoeing and outdoor games. 
  
Auby: I really liked the message and how in-depth it would go 
into our personal life. I appreciated how we could accept our 
own problems without anyone judging anyone. I really liked the 
worship music and just how every single person was deeply 
involved in participating. I liked everything about it! 
  
Yuri: I was very reluctant to go to youth camp this summer. I 
was nervous about not knowing anyone and was assigned to a 
dorm without my friends. My mom encouraged me and told me 
that God had a plan and then proceeded to kick me out the 
door. When I arrived at camp, I was shown around and walked 
into my dorm, I knew absolutely no one! Thankfully, I was 
moved to a room with one of  my friends but there were still 
others that I didn’t know. As it turns out, God did have a plan. I 
ended up making a lot of  really good new friends. Throughout 
the week, a sermon was given, and someone would speak. The 
first night was normal but the second night was more intense 
for me. The minister called me out (and I’m sure a lot of  other 
people as well)! 

But the third night really made a difference. That 
night we were asked that we sit, be still, and talk to 
God and really listen. I should start by saying that I 
don’t pray nearly as much as I should, but I sat down 
and prayed. I prayed about my insecurities, 
specifically about being insecure of  not being 
accepted and thinking other people would hang out 
with me because they felt like they had to. So, I 
prayed God would give me a sign. Later that night, 
the leaders had stations where they would pray over 
people. At that point, I was crying but not sad tears, 
they were happy tears because I knew that God had 
answered my prayer. while everyone was praying over 
each other, a friend that I had met at camp, Boaz, 
came up to me, put his hands on my shoulder, and 
started praying. Someone I’ve just met started 
praying over me! He prayed about how thankful he 
was that he had met me, and he was grateful to have me as a friend. At that moment I knew that God had answered 
my prayer through him. That was special to me because none of  the friends that I’ve known for years had ever done 
anything like that. After that, I was in tears again, not sad tears but happy ones because that was one of  the first 
times God had talked to me, or at least, the first time I had listened. 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MINISTRIES

You will have the opportunity to sign up for ministries on Fall Rally Day on 
August 15. Some ministries have more detailed descriptions on the church 
website, where you can also read a brief  theological reflection on serving: http://
www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/ministries.html. Please prayerfully consider 
joining any of  our wonderful ministries. You may also inquire or join a ministry at 
another time by contacting the ministry’s leader or the church office. 

Audio/Video 
Help with sound during the 10:30 am service.  Also assist with sound for special liturgies. Training available.  For 
further information please call the office.  

Adult Christian Formation 
Sunday classes meet at 9:30 am upstairs in Fry Hall.  During the year a variety of  Christian Formation Studies for 
adults, youth and children will be on Sunday mornings 9:30 am to 10:15 am. 

Altar Guild 
Group that prepares the church for services, funerals & weddings, polish the brass and silver once a month, clean 
and iron the linens.  Each new member is trained.  There are 4 teams that are on a rotating schedule. 

Acolytes  
These are young men & women ages 7-18 who help in the 10:30 am service.  They light the candles, lead the 
processional, and aid in the Holy Eucharist.  Training is provided. Contact: Mark Trexler. 

Boy Scouts Pack & Troop 550 
This is sponsored by our parish.  Mentors young men to grow into strong men with values of  trust, integrity, 
commitment, and faith. They meet in the annex across from the church. Contact: Joey Hudaon. 

Breakfast cooks 
Breakfast is a time of  fellowship that bridges the two services. Will need to prepare breakfast on Sunday mornings. 
A yearly schedule is made for the rotations of  cooks.  Training is provided. Contact: Vince Godinich. 

Coffee & cookies 
After the 10:30 service, this is served in the Guild Room. Hosts are needed each Sunday to set up /clean up.  
Volunteers will sign up on the schedule provided on the board in All Saint’s Hall.  

Choir 
The choir participates in the 10:30 am service.  Choir practice is on Wednesdays at 5:00 pm.  We need faithful choir 
members to assist in leading worship. The Word put to music can be a powerful, inspiring experience.  Talk to 
Melissa Hammers and come join us for rehearsal to see if  you would be interested.  

Children Ministry 
At Trinity, children are valued and cherished members of  the community; these relationships are formed from a 
genuine investment of  time. Sunday School classes have a family atmosphere. While we have great programs and 
activities, relationships and real-life discipleship are at the heart of  our children's and youth ministries. Classes are 
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am and Wednesday evenings at 6:15 pm (schedule changes for summer). Contact: 
Magda Altnau. 

Daughters of  the King 
Women in the Episcopal church who have made three lifelong commitments to our King, Jesus Christ: to pray, to 
serve, & to evangelize. Contact: Sherry Henderson. 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MINISTRIES (CONT.)

Hospitality 
The greatest gift we can give is a warm welcome. Need individuals who see a welcoming ministry as one of  the gifts 
they have been given.  They also arrange a number of  church events. Contact: Julie Trexler. 

Lector/Chalice bearer 
Lector reads the scripture for service. Chalice bearer assists the Priest with communion.  This ministry is a blessing 
to all who participate.  If  you feel that God is calling you to serve the church in this way, please call Wanda Fugler.  

Martha’s Kitchen 
Free community meal served on Thursdays from 5:30 - 6:00pm. Different groups from the community sign up to 
either prepare and serve or prepare and drop off  meals to be packaged by another team. Contact: Tammy Faulkner. 

Ushers 
Men or women that meet and greet our members on Sunday mornings. They distribute bulletins, help seat people, 
take up the offering. Contact: Suzie Ward. 

Wednesday Night Dinner 
Dinner is served at 5:30 pm prior to the Rector’s Forum at 6:15pm. Contact: Cathy Cope. 

Women of  Trinity 
From September to May on the 3rd Wednesday of  the month they meet in All Saint’s Hall at 11 am followed by 
lunch. Through study and fellowship we are drawn closer to each other, our church, and community. Please join us! 
Contact: Julie Trexler. 

Youth Ministry 
Meets on Wednesdays & Sundays. Contact: Rae Dickson. Below are the various youth volunteer positions. 
  
Security: Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7:30 pm. 3 to 6 volunteers who will keep an eye on the coming and going 
of  the youth from All Saint’s Hall to youth room and outside activities. In order for the youth to flow safely and 
freely, security will discreetly observe the youth and communicate with one another through walkie-talkies to make 
sure they arrive at the designated place as the evening progresses.  
  
Small group leaders: Wednesday evenings from 6:00-7:30 pm. Both male and female volunteers are needed to lead a 
small group discussion on the evenings lesson. A typical question to start the discussion would be, “what did you 
take from the lesson today” or “how can we apply this to our life”. This is an opportunity for leaders to allow the 
youth to express their spiritual life, struggles, concerns, in a small and safe environment of  their own gender.  
  
Snacks: Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm. This is a one-person job and can be someone who is volunteering in a 
different area. Snacks will be provided in the youth room at the appropriate time of  the evening (after lesson/small 
group and during free time). 
  
Music leader: Wednesday evenings from 6:15-6:30. This is a position for someone who will encourage the youth to 
participate in the praise and worship time. The music leader may play and sing the worship music or follow along 
with pre-programed music and lyrics on the big screen. 
  
Set up / Break Down: Wednesday evenings at 5:30 & 7:30. Individuals who are willing to come early to set up 
games outside and break them down after youth. This position can be mixed with other volunteer opportunities.  
  
Youth Prayer Team: This is a group of  people who are invested in praying for the spiritual growth and well-being of  
our youth. You will receive an email on a weekly basis with the names of  the youth and prayer concerns. Discretion 
is necessary as some prayer request may be personal. Prayer request and will be kept anonymous for the privacy of  
our youth. 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AUGUST FEAST DAYS

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AUGUST 6

Old Testament: Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm: Psalm 99 or 99:5-9 
Epistle: 2 Peter 1:13-21 
Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 
The Collect: O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-
beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant 
that we, being delivered from the disquietude of  this world, may by faith behold the 
King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The scene of  the transfiguration occurs after Jesus tells his disciples about his impending death and resurrection. 
The authors of  Mark, Matthew and Luke tell essentially the same story about Jesus’ transfiguration, with certain 
nuances. In all three Gospel accounts, Jesus and a few disciples go up to a mountain by themselves and Jesus’ 
clothes become dazzling white. Then, Moses and Elijah appear, talking to Jesus. Peter says to Jesus, “it is good for 
us to be here” suggests making three dwelling places - one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one Elijah. A cloud 
overshadows them and a voice claims Jesus as His Son and says to listen to Him. And the disciples were afraid. 

Our lectionary Gospel reading for this day is from Luke. Unlike Mark and Matthew’s gospels, Luke’s Gospel 
includes the prophets speaking of  Jesus’ departure, or in Greek, literally his exodos. Moses and Elijah represent law 
and prophets. This is one way in which Luke demonstrated that God would fulfill the covenant of  Abraham and 
save Israel. The Transfiguration story bears similarities to stories in the Old Testament, particularly Exodus. The 
presence of  Moses and Elijah is meaningful because it alludes to Easter and foreshadows Jesus’ assumption. 

The different gospel writers have different ways of  describing Jesus. Luke’s account is unique is that Jesus is 
“chosen” by God the Father, and Peter calls Jesus, “Master” (Jesus is “beloved” by God in the other Gospels and 
Peter calls Jesus, “Rabbi” in Mark and “Lord” in Matthew). Jesus is indeed both chosen and beloved by God the 
Father and is our master, teacher, and lord. Discrepancies in different Gospel accounts should not be cause for 
disbelief  but help paint a fuller picture of  Jesus and his life and teachings - even though our language is inadequate 
and we see dimly and know only in part, to paraphrase 1 Cor. 13. Paul speaks of  this in his second letter, “And all of  
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of  the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of  glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 

The Transfiguration revealed Jesus’ divinity. When we are transformed through our faith and baptism, we can 
mirror Christ’s glory in the world. Peter wanted to stay with Moses, Elijah, and Jesus; he did not want the 
mountaintop experience to end. Moses and Elijah could not stay, and later, Jesus could not stay. “In those days,” the 
disciples did not tell anyone what they had witnessed. But, while Peter had wanted to build dwellings, he later 
became the rock on which Jesus built the Church. 

SAINT MARY THE VIRGIN, MOTHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, AUGUST 15 

Old Testament: Isaiah 61:10-11 
Psalm: Psalm 34 or 34:1-9 
Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7 
Gospel: Luke 1:46-55 
The Collect: O God, you have taken to yourself  the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of  your 
incarnate Son: Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the 
glory of  your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

"8



JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR

OUR CLERGY:              
Bishops Andy, Jeff, Hector, and Kai, and our Rector, the 
Rev. Sean Duncan 

OUR STAFF:
Jim Johnson - Organist; Melissa Hammers - Choir Director; 
Stacey Shaw - Parish Administrator; Suzie Ward - Admin. 
Assistant; Danielle Bray - Nursery Director; Magda Altnau - 
Children’s Christian Formation Director and Social Media 
Manager; Rae Dickson - Youth Minister;  Alicia Anderson – 
Communications Coordinator, Tammy Faulkner - Martha’s Kitchen  
Assistant Director 
                                                   
OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS:
Our President, Joe; our Governor, Greg; our County Judge, Chad; our Mayor, Terri 
  
OUR SERVICEMEN & WOMEN:
Douglas Manly, James Ott, Zachary Vernon Walker, Jason Woodley, Michael Walsh, Lisa Sperhake, 
Barrett Horak,  Christopher Love, Audrey Dobbs, Aubrey Toussaint, Edgar Simmons, Kenny 
Welch, Ryan Allgood, Wil Moseley, Chase Tondee, Chandler Province, Alex Cameron, Cole Cathey 
  
OUR PARISHIONERS:
Charles Manly, Clarence Brown, Joe Weinberg, Rick Toussaint, Sandy Toussaint, Walter Fugler, 
Wanda Fugler,  Charles Porter, Carol Hicks, Mary Lou Barkett, Ron Denney, Sr., Holly Hasty, Yank 
Terrell, Richard Anderson,  Harold Hoffmeister, Mary Wasike, Nora Brown, Fort Staggers, Flo 
Lewis, Carol Meyer, Terry Weeks, Remo Mastrogiacomo, Sam Clark, Diane Taylor, Dick Toussaint, 
Lisa Bray, Roy McCarroll, Edwina Thomas, Kay Kemp, Michael Cason 

IN THE COMMUNITY:
Tommy Asaff, Brad Thomas, Philip Ford, Lola Duncan, Roy Garcia, Marty Alexander, Maureen 
Potter, Cason Bonsall,  Diane McConnell, Stephen Ward, Raymond Nader, Janet Wells, Michael 
Bogue, A.D. Jordan,  Harold McArthur, April McClaskey, Jeremy Fugate, Nola Honeycutt, Laurie 
Robb, John Heath, Laura Dunham, Glen Reeves, Grayson Flanagan, Duncan Lewis, Shannon 
Penner, Bentley Burkett, Daniel Martin, Jerry Williams, Rose Runnels, Charlie Rae Furrh, Drew 
Furrh, Jared Seal 

HOMEBOUND:
Bill & Carolyn Sullivan – Home, Mary Jane McElroy – Reunion Inn, Peggy Tracy – Home, Patty 
Whaley – Home, JoAnn Cason - Home 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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 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2  Tom Whaley, Jr. 

4  Gail Runyan 

4  Christopher Altnau 

6  Drake Lee 

8  Jeffrey Littlejohn 

9  Lynellen Carmony 

13  Lake Brannon 

13  Gabriel DeSa 

Watch over your children, O Lord, 
as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. 
Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged 
or sorrowful; raise them up if  they 
fall; and in their hearts may thy 
peace which passes understanding 
abide all the days of  their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

15  Isabel Lewis 

16  Charles Porter 

20  Ashton Beavers 

24  Allen Staggers, Jr. 

25  Margaret Lee 

26  Douglas Jager 

28  Judy Denney 

28  Sonya Altnau 

2  Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lewis 

3  Mr & Mrs Henry Henderson 

6  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Rectenwald 

9  Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Tanner 

11  Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Ryan 

15  Rev. & Mrs. Sean Duncan 

18  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Toussaint 

20  Mr. Matthew Hatch & Juli Jameson 

21  Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Martinez 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your 
blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, 
honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home 
may be a haven of  blessing and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



MINISTRY ROSTER 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FINANCIALS

June Income: $22,801.68    

June Expenses: $30,952.84          

June Difference: ($8,151.16) 

Review for first 6 months of  2021: 

Budget Income for 2021: $486,182.00 

Budget Expenses for 2021: $486,182.00 

Income Received to Date: $ 234,821.28 

Expenses to Date: $219,209.72 

Difference to Date: $15,611.56 
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Behold, I come 

among you as one 

who serves.
 

Luke 22:27 

Parish Staff  

The Rev. Sean D. Duncan 
Rector 

Rae Dickson  
Youth Director  

Magdalena Altnau  
Children’s Christian 
Formation Director  

and Social Media Manager  

Danielle Bray  
Nursery Director  

Jim Johnson  
Music Director & Organist  

Melissa Hammers  
Choir Director  

Stacey Shaw  
Parish Administrator  

Suzie Ward  
Administrative Assistant  

Alicia Anderson 
Communications  

Tammy Faulkner 
Martha’s Kitchen Asst. Dir. 

Vestry  

Laura Rectenwald  
Senior Warden  

Juli Jameson  
Clerk of the Vestry  

Blair Hammers  

Roy McCarroll  

Edwina Thomas  

Bud Bray  

Henry Henderson 

Katie DeSa 

Tony Pierce 

Julie Trexler  

Dianne Perkins 

Jackie Weeks 

Robert Perkins 
Treasurer 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday  

Holy Communion - Rite I  8:00 AM  
In Person 

Children’s Sunday School   9:30 AM 
Youth Christian Formation  9:30 AM 
Adult Christian Formation   9:30 AM 

No Adult class Aug. 1 or 8. 

Holy Communion - Rite II 10:30 AM  
In Person & Facebook Live  

Nursery open - 9:15-11:45 AM 

Wednesday  

Choir 5:00 - 6:00 PM 
See back of page for new schedule 

Thursday  

Martha’s Kitchen - 5:30-6:00 PM  

Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Friday 8:30-12 & 1-4:30 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
106 N. Grove Street 
Marshall, Texas 75670 

903-938-4246 
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

