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Trinity Episcopal 
Church’s Holy  

Vision: 
 

In glorifying God, 

we the members of 

Trinity Church, will 

foster a unified 

parish,             

demonstrate our 

spirituality with an 

open heart, and  

reflect in our      

actions the good 

news of the Holy 

Spirit to all     

members of our 

church and      

community. 
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Baptism & Confirmations 
What a glorious All Saints Sunday we 
had on Sunday, November 2nd.  
Bishop Andy Doyle, our diocesan 
bishop, visited Trinity and what a great 
visit it was.  The choir served a won-
derful breakfast that many enjoyed.  
The service itself was a spirit filled 
day.  Bishop Doyle baptized 4 new 
members of the Body of Christ.  Those 
being baptized were Dylan Crago, 
Matthew  Harwell, Brianna Roberts, 
and Larry Copeland. He also con-
firmed 6 new members of the church.  
Those who were confirmed were Yuri 

Altnau, Ashton Beavers, Blake Ellison, Dylan Crago, Aiden Kerr, 
Anika Kerr.  We always enjoy having the bishop, and when it is 
Bishop Doyle it is definitely special.   
Bishop Doyle spent some time with the vestry as well following the 
service.  He spoke words of encouragement to the vestry, espe-
cially encouraging words regarding the search for the new rector.  
Bishop Doyle shared with us some of the good things going on in 
the diocese as well.  There are great things going on in the Dio-
cese of Texas, and it is exciting that Trinity is a part of that.  Like-
wise, there are exciting things going on at Trinity, as was evident 
during the Bishops visit.   
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Our Mission  

To proclaim the  

Gospel of Jesus 

Christ by:  

Inviting all to 

accept Jesus 

Christ as Lord 

and Savior.  

Fostering the  

presence of the 

Holy Spirit for 

the  

equipping of 

saints to do the 

work of  

ministry.  

Witnessing to the 

power of God to 

heal, transform, 

and make all 

things new.  

Supporting those 

who by word 

and  

example make 

Christ’s redemp-

tive work known.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOK Renewal of Vows 

On Saturday November the 2nd, the Hannah Chapter of the Daughters of the King hosted their re-

newal of vows service.  During the service they did just that, renewed the vows they made when they 

became a Daughter of the King.  Following the renewal of the vows service they held a luncheon for 

the Daughters who came to the service.  We are very much looking forward to the new Daughters 

who will be making their vows for the first time on the first Sunday of Advent.   

 

 



  

 Hello Friends, greetings in the name of Jesus Christ.  Let me 

begin by saying have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas.  I was in the 

store the other day and heard a song which made me cringe a bit, then I 

stopped and appreciated it.  The song was “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of 

the Year.”  I always cringe a little when I hear Christmas music, but this time 

was different.  Because I began to think that he was right, this is the most 

wonderful time of the year.  It is because Advent is here. Advent is a blessing 

to us all, and it is my favorite season of the church year.  I love many things about Advent, the hymns, the 

liturgical colors, the advent wreath, and preparing for Christmas.   

Advent is a blessing, because in a culture that is turning Christmas into a hectic time Advent forces us 

to slow down.  It forces us to wait for Christmas, to anticipate it.     Culturally the weeks leading up to Christ-

mas has become weeks filled with stress.  Trying to find last minute gifts, worrying about decorating, stress-

ing about finances, mourning loved ones who no longer are with us; the weeks leading up to Christmas can 

be difficult for some.  Yet Advent calls us to slow down.  It calls us to step on the breaks a little, and spend 

time in the anticipation of the upcoming season.  Advent is also a reminder of our need to slow down in any 

transition time.   

After all Advent is a time of transition.  We are transitioning in many ways.  We are entering a new li-

turgical year, we are preparing to enter a new calendar year, the leaves are falling off the trees and the days 

are getting colder; there is transition in this time.  However, we face many transitions in our lives.  We face 

changes in which we must adapt, and move forward.  When we are facing transitions we forget the first thing 

we must do.  Slow down! We must be able to slow down to understand fully the transition. Too often we want 

to plow through the transition, to simply get to the other side.  We do this because the anticipation on what is 

on the other side is too great.  However, when we slow down we can prepare ourselves fully for the other 

side.  After Jesus ascended to heaven the disciples waited.  They did not go immediately out on the great 

commission, they slowed down and waited for the Holy Spirit to equip them on Pentecost.  That slowing 

down allowed them to do the work of Kingdom building better. 

As we face transitions in our lives let us remember to slow down, to wait in the transition, to not try to 

rush through it just to get to the other side.  We can start that practice this advent.  Let us slow down, and 

enjoy the stillness of this season, as we await the incarnation of our Lord.  Let us slow down, and put aside 

the demands of the culture to get through this season.  That way we can enjoy this transition time for what it 

is; a chance to prepare ourselves for the next season of our church year, a season where we can and will 

celebrate. 
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A Word With Fr. Andrew 
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Our Vision: 
Our vision for  

Trinity Episcopal 

Church  

includes   

Growing a  
dynamic youth 

program. 
Reaching out to 
our community  

outside the walls 
with the love of 

Christ. 
Increasing spiritual 

and congrega-
tional growth for 

our parish. 

Place:  All Saint’s Hall 

Date: December 15 

Time 6:00pm      (after Lessons & Carols) 

The church will provide the meat for dinner.   

We are asking you to bring a side dish to serve.   

 

Women of trinity 

The Guild Room in All Saint's Hall was filled with excited anticipation as Women of Trinity and 
guests greeted the November meeting's guest speaker Glenn Barnhart, Memorial City Hall Per-
formance Center Director. Mr. Barnhart introduced the women to the long-awaited venue from the 
somewhat rocky and challenging beginning to the wonderful performances and well-planned new 
life for this grand old building. He shared insight into the possibilities and expectations awaiting our 
community as we utilize this "new" and appealing attraction for our citizens and visitors to East 
Texas. The Performance Center continues its mission as  a memorial Museum to Harrison County 
Veterans, with 2,900 square feet of military history on exhibit. The members and guests enjoyed a 
delicious lunch prepared by Jeanette Shelton and Mieko Hathaway. Members were reminded to 
bring toys for The Empty Stocking Fund. As always there will not be a WOT meeting in December, 
but the January  22, 2020 program will be presented by Rae Dickson, Trinity's amazing Youth Di-
rector, so mark your calendars to start the New Year out right! May God fill your life with blessings 
as we celebrate the birth of His Child  and may your New Year be filled with Hope for America and 
the World. 
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Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

 

2 Selma Steidley 

8 Jennifer Truelove 

8 Starr Minatrea 

13 Bill Lewis 

16 Lynn Johnson 

16 Gloria Portman 

17 Griffin Jones 

21 Tony Pierce 

21 Alaina Jones 

23 Patty Jager 

23 Leslie Rhoades 

28 Kay Kemp 

29 Natasha Brown Martinez 

29 Blair Abney 

31 Logan Jameson-Hatch 

4 Mr. & Mrs. Joel Truelove 

5 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cobb 

10 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jones 

19 Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Runyan 

19 Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Godinich 

29 Mr. & Mrs. Michael DeSa 
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This has been another fun and busy month for our school.  We began the month with a raffle, well actu-

ally 15 raffles.  The Friends of Trinity group hosted this raffle, and people donated some really great 

items.  Ranging from tickets to a Dallas Mavericks game, to handbags, cleaning items, a cool nerf gun 

for the kids, makeup, a rifle, and even a big green egg grill, and much more.  The drawings were held 

every 15 minute, and each time a group of kids would do the drawing.  Each drawing was live streamed 

on Facebook live.  The children of the school sold the raffle tickets.  This fundraiser was a great success. 

Another successful fundraiser happened this month as well.  The kids took orders for rolls from Texas 

Roadhouse.  This was a great time to do this fundraiser as Thanksgiving was right around the corner.  

The kids sold over 2000 dozen rolls.   

The children also put on a wonderful Veterans Day program honoring our veterans.  Each grade level 

sang songs.  The children honored those who served by recognizing each branch of the armed services.  

The kids did a great job, and you could tell they worked hard preparing for this program.  The Sunday 

before Veterans Day some of the children who played hand bells during the performance came to Trin-

ity Church to play America the Beautiful on hand bells.  It was a great performance, and fun to see the 

kids. 

Speaking of performances, the Pre K children put on a Thanksgiving performance followed by a feast.  

The children  sang songs and acted out the book If you give a  Turkey a Taco.  It was fun to see the kids 

act out the parts, and create a giant taco while Coach Ford read the book.  We followed the performance 

up with a Thanksgiving feast, although not a traditional one.  Instead of Turkey and dressing we had 

tacos, to go along with our book.  It was a great way to end the week before Thanksgiving break.  

Finally the Friday before the Thanksgiving break some of the 3rd and 4th graders went to the Perot Mu-

seum in Dallas for an overnight field trip.  The kids had a wonderful time!  The parents, well, I for one 

can say my back still is hurting from sleeping on the floor.  The night began with a 3d movie about vol-

canoes that was interesting.  We then had all the exhibit floors opened for our exploration.  We got to 

see the dinosaur bones, exhibits about the life, various minerals, and even an exhibit about weather.  

The museum also put on a science show, where they performed some science experiments.  One cool 

thing the museum had was a racing simulator.  The kids got to run next to a screen, and race various 

opponents.  They could race a T-rex, a football player, a soccer player, or even a cheetah.  It was a good 

way to run off some energy.  We ended the night sleeping in one of two exhibit halls.   

Overall this was a productive month for our school.  If you would like to help support our school one 

way you can do that is through the annual fund.  Starting this month through February the school board 

will be holding its annual fundraiser raising money for our budget.  This is where a big part of our in-

come comes from.  If you would like to support the annual fund, or would like more information, you 

can see Fr. Andrew. 

Thank you again for all the support you give to our school. 

Trinity Episcopal School Happenings! 
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Our Core Values: 

Commitment  

to Jesus Christ 

 

Authority of        

Scripture  

 

    Evangelism 

Relational Ministry 

Worship 

Servant Ministry 

Sacrificial Giving  

Biblical Leader-

ship 

 

 

Volume 18 Issue 12 

 



Page 8 

Youth OCC Packing Party 
 
 
Operation Christmas Child was a huge success this year due to the continued efforts of Trinity church 
members. Collecting monthly items enabled us to give more and be more efficient with our packing. I 
would like to continue to same process for next year as we prepare for OCC 2020. 
We begin by watching a DVD on the mission of Operation Christmas Child, how they collect the boxes, 
how they are distributed around the world and the reactions of the children that receive them. We 
have the opportunity to hear testimonies of children that have received these boxes and the impact it 
makes on their lives. Many of these children, now adults, are serving in the ministry of The Greatest 
Journey in their own villages. This is always a great opportunity for our youth to see how other people 
live around the world the to have a greater appreciation of their own circumstances. 
The youth spend a Sunday carefully packing the shoeboxes and writing a personalized note for each 
one. We took a photo of the group and included a picture of Trinity Youth with each box. We finished 
off our evening watching a Christmas movie, The Star, and eating popcorn and pizza. 
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Stewardship Season  
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. We are blessed to share together 

our walk in Christ.  

On Sunday, November 10th, we embarked on a six-week annual giving campaign: Walking the Way.  Over 

the next 6 weeks you will hear from me and others how the practice of giving is essential to following the 

Way of Jesus.  Our ministries here at Trinity have life and give life through the generosity of all our parish-

ioners. Each week, we are nurtured in word and sacrament, we care for those who are ill and grieving, and 

welcome all searching for a connection to God and community.  

The people of Trinity are invited to be a “pledging community,” which means that our vision, to build God’s 

kingdom on earth is funded entirely by the generosity of financial commitments from each of us in our wor-

shipping community.  Some of our members tithe, giving ten percent of their income to the church, while 

others commit a certain percentage, make a one-time annual gift, or give as they are able.  While giving lev-

els vary in the congregation, what is important is that all are asked to make a gift that reflects our love for 

God and for one another.  

The life of faith is a journey we make together, not a solo expedition. The annual giving campaign is a time 

set aside to reflect on how this community has nurtured you and your family in the walk of faith.  The an-

nual giving campaign is a time set aside to reflect on how the practice of intentional giving deepens your 

walk with Christ.  We are a pilgrim people, meaning together we strive and support one another in taking on 

the mind of Christ.  Jesus called himself “the Way.” A popular refrain that is said on the pilgrims’ journey is 

“the Way is made by walking.”  Transformation comes through practice.  

As we walk this walk I invite you to pray these words — the way is made by walking — over the next six 

weeks and see how the Holy Spirit calls you to follow the Way of Jesus through giving.  If you are not sure 

where to start in considering your pledge commitment, you may want to compare other financial commit-

ments you make to what you pledge to your parish.  For instance, consider what you might spend on dining 

out for a year versus your gift to the church. Know that God’s blessing will be upon your prayerful decision 

and will further God’s vision through the community of the faithful here at Trinity.   

If you have not received a pledge card you can pick one up at the church office.   

May our Lord bless you and keep you. I give thanks to have travelling companions in you as we walk the 

Way of Jesus. 

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Andrew 
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Please Join us for 

Trinity Episcopal School 

Christmas Program 

On December 3rd at 6:30 PM 

@ ETBU Baker Auditorium 

All are welcome 
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December and Christmas Services 
 

December 1st at the 10:30 AM service :      

DOK installation service 

 

December 8th Acolyte Sunday at the 10:30 AM service.  All 
current acolytes are invited to vest. 

 

December 15th at 5pm Service of  Lessons and Carols & 

6pm Christmas Party 

 

December 24th Christmas Eve: 

5:30 PM Family Christmas Eve Mass 

10:30 PM Carol Choral Concert 

11:00 PM Midnight Mass 

 

December 25th Christmas Day 

10:00 AM Christmas Day Pajama Mass 

Bring a gift to be Blessed. 

 



Staff 

 

Fr. John M. Himes, OSF-Rector 

Ms. Tammy Pruitt– Youth Minister 

Mrs. Jodi Beavers– Children’s Ministry 

Mrs. Bonnie Somerford– Paris Administrator 

Mrs. Mamie Lyons– Ministry Coordinator 

Mr. Melvin Williams-Sexton 

Vestry 

 Tony Pierce 
Senior Warden 

 
Jackie Weeks 
Junior Warden 

 

Angela Bray 
Clerk of the Vestry 

 
Margot Lingold 

Treasurer 
 

Carol Meyer 
 

Chris Altnau 
 

Steve Lewis 
 

Don Bramlett 
 

Sam Clark 
 

Blair Hammers 
 

Roy McCarroll 
 

Kathleen Abraham 
 
 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

106 N. Grove Street 

Marshall, Texas, 75670 

 

903-938-4246 
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org 

Parish Staff 

Fr. Andrew Ellison 
Locum Tenens 

 
Rae Dickson 

Youth Director 
 

Magdalena Altnau 
Children’s Christian  
Formation Director  

 
Angela Bray                

Nursery Director 
 

Jim Johnson  
Music Director 
and Organist 

 
Melissa Hammers 

Choir Director 

 
Stacey Shaw 

Parish Administrator 
 

Suzie Ward 
Administrative Assistant 

 
 
 

Weekly Schedule 

 

Sunday 

Holy Communion - 8:00 AM 

Parish Breakfast - 9:00 AM 

Christian Formation for all ages - 9:30 AM 

Holy Communion - 10:30 AM 

After 10:30 Service  
Coffee & Cookies In All Saints Hall 

 

Wednesday 

Holy Communion - 10:00 AM 

Choir Practice 5:00 PM  

Dinner - 5:30 PM 

Contemporary Worship  - 6:15 PM 

 

Thursday 

Martha’s Kitchen - 6:00 PM 

 

Behold, I come 

among you as one 

who serves. 

Luke 22:27 


