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Dear Trinity family, 

Greetings in the name of  Jesus 
C h r i s t ! T h i s i s m y f i r s t 
opportunity to say in print to say 
how delighted I am to begin 
pastoring at Trinity. It has been a 
joy to meet so many of  you over 
the past week and start to get to 
know the parish. You have all been wonderfully welcoming to our family! I 
would like to say a big thank you to Mike DeSa and the search committee 
for their dedication and work ethic during our interactions. They 
represented Trinity well to me and made my decision easy. I would also like 
to thank Laura Rectenwald and the vestry for their tireless efforts in helping 
the transition occur. Please do make sure you thank all these representatives 
of  Trinity when you see them for all their hard work.  

I do have one important upcoming event to share with you. We will be 
having our Annual Parish meeting on January 24th to discuss the budget, 
vote on new vestry members, and hear about the state of  the parish. Please 
mark your calendar; it will be a time to understand what has come before, so 
that we may work toward a bright future! 

The gospel reading for this morning 
is from the first chapter of  the gospel 
of  John. Chapter one describes Jesus 
as the “light of  men.” This light 
which has come into the world, 
brings illumination to everyone. 
Although the darkness seeks to 
destroy it, the darkness cannot 
overcome it. We have seen in 2020 
more than our share of  darkness; we 
continue to feel its effects even now. 

Thankfully, we have a promise from God: The darkness will never overcome 
the Light of  the World, Jesus Christ our Savior. When the night is the 
darkest, the stars shine out all the brighter.  

In Christ, 
Rev. Sean Duncan 

Feast of  St. John the Apostle 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Trinity Episcopal 
Church’s Holy 
Vision: 

In glorifying God, we 
the members of Trinity 
Church, will foster a 
unified parish, 
demonstrate our 
spirituality with an 
open heart, and reflect 
in our actions the good 
news of the Holy Spirit 
to all members of our 
church and community.
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FEAST OF THE HOLY NAME

The Holy Name of  Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
celebrated on the eighth day after Jesus’ birth when, 
according to Jewish custom and law, he was named 
and circumcised. Our Lord had already received the 
name of  Jesus by the angel who visited Mary, before 
he was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 2:21). However, family and friends witnessed 
the naming of  the child on the eighth day after birth. 
For this reason, we always celebrate Holy Name on 
January 1. This day was observed as a fast day, 
beginning in the year 567, as a response to pagan new 
year holidays. Devotion to Mary was associated with 
this day as well. By the end of  the middle ages it 
evolved into a feast day. It was introduced to England 
in the late 15th century; however, in England it was 
celebrated on August 7. In The Episcopal Church, 
this day was celebrated as The Feast of  the 
Circumcision, but with the 1979 Book of  Common 
Prayer, it was changed to celebrate Jesus’ Holy Name. 

The name Jesus is from the Hebrew name, Joshua 
(also spelled Yehoshuah). It means “Yahweh will save” 
or “Yahweh is salvation.” In Greek, the name is 

Iesous. One could argue that Our Lord even has a monogram. The first three letters of  the Greek name for Jesus are 
IHS (Iota, Eta in capitalized form, and Sigma). The same letters were adopted for use in Latin, meaning Jesus Savior 
of  Humankind, from Iesus (Jesus) Hominum (of  humankind) Salvator (savior). 

Though we may tend to use them interchangeably, “Christ” is a title, rather than a name. The word “Christ” is from 
“Christos” in Greek, which means “the Anointed One” or “Messiah.” The following passage from the Letter of  
Paul to the Philippians has inspired the celebration of  the Holy Name of  Jesus: 

Therefore God also highly exalted 
him 

and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of  Jesus 
every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of  God the Father.  

(Phil. 2:9-11) 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

  
Do you feel like God may be calling you 
to a deeper level of  service? There are a 
currently several opportunities at Trinity.  

VESTRY
Search yourself  regarding service on the 
vestry. Your vestry needs at least two new 
members. If  you are interested and 
willing to serve, contact your senior 
warden. 

ALTAR GUILD WORKSHOP
We will have a workshop for both new 
and returning members on January 16 
from 2-4p.m. (masks required). Our 
future rector needs a strong Altar Guild. 
We are in need of  five to ten new altar 
guild members, especially since we added 
a second service. Altar Guild is a group 
of  dedicated, responsible women who 
are God's housekeepers. We  ensure that 
our services run smoothly and with care. 
Please contact the church office if  you 
would like to serve on the altar guild. 

USHERS
We really miss having ushers!  We need 
twelve active ushers since we will have 
two services on Sundays. The usher 
ministry is the first impression a visitor 
forms of  Trinity. The ushers welcome 
people into the Church. They also 
perform the service of  collecting the 
alms during the service. If  you would be 
willing to serve in this capacity, it would 
greatly benefit our worship experience.  
Contact the church office to volunteer. 

ACOLYTE COORDINATOR
One  of  the attractions of  the Episcopal Church is our liturgical 
worship. The presence of  acolytes enhances and enriches our worship 
service. Our acolytes are serve as ministers of  the word and sacrament. 
They literally lead us into worship and throughout the service are 
instrumental in pointing the way to Christ through Word and 
Sacrament. We need someone to lead these boys and girls and serve as 
acolyte coordinator. Contact the church office if  you are interested. 
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DAUGHTERS OF THE KING

A Fearless Heart 

As 2019 ended and a new year began, I found myself  in Daughters 
of  the King burnout. I was ready to resign as president of  the 
Hannah Chapter and take a seat as a participant rather than a leader. 
Our new year came roaring in with Covid and staying at home for 
many months. 

During that time of  introspection, I realized two things. First, I 
wanted to worship God in my church, which is the greatest privilege 
of  my life. Secondly, I realized God wanted me to continue in the 
leadership of  the Daughters at Trinity. 

Magda Altnau also found God leading her to be a part of  the 
Daughters leadership team and together God gave us a theme that 
began in August as the Daughter once again gathered masked and 
socially distanced. What a joy it was! 

The theme that God gave us is A Fearless Heart. We have studied the 
lives of  those who have exemplified that theme through history. 
Examples include the man who wrote the words to the song, “It is 
Well with My Soul,” and a Polish priest during World War II. In 
January we will continue this study with more Christians who are 
living in times like these.  

Our project for Christmas was The Empty Stocking Fund. Our 
whole church participated in this endeavor. Our ongoing mission is 
our prayer ministry, and this is a very active ministry, especially this 
year. Please let us know if  you need prayer. Contact Sherry 
Henderson or any Daughter to let us know of  your prayer needs. 

Ending the year was less serious and so much fun. Bingo and lots of  
laughs filled All Saints Hall. If  you are interested in becoming a 
Daughter of  the King, please let me know. You will be contacted 
when our class begins.  

- Sherry Henderson 
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MARTHA’S KITCHEN

Greetings Trinity Family and Happy 2021!  It has been 
a blessing to serve the church for the past few months.  
As my term on the vestry will not expire until the end 
of  2021, I’ve agreed to continue as Senior Warden 
throughout 2021.  One of  the ministries that I am 
most involved with at this time is Martha’s Kitchen.  
We continue to operate on Thursdays serving 
approximately 100 take-out meals from 5:30 – 6:30 
pm.  We receive pre-orders during the week and on 
Thursday and we assemble the meals in the kitchen 
and distribute them in front of  All Saints Hall at 
pickup time.  In the current format, pickups are 
usually made by a family representative.  Cleanup only 
involves the kitchen areas that are used. Only 
volunteers with face coverings enter the building.   
 

Support is needed in the following ways: 
• A church representative is needed each week to assist with and verify 
cleanup and lock the doors. Typically our church representative arrives on 
site at 4:00 PM and leaves by 7:00 PM. 
• Additional teams of  two to five people that are willing to plan, prepare 
and distribute a meal would be a big help. Typically meal assembly and 
distribution is completed between 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM although this may 
be affected by what and how the team chooses to serve. 
• Prep-teams will prepare and drop off  food at the church to be served by 
others.  This might be sandwiches, chili, etc. 

The following supplies may be dropped by the church office (8:30 AM-
Noon and 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM Monday through Friday):   
• Large clean shopping bags with handles (to hold 8 or 10 sack lunches) 
• Medium to large clean and assembled sturdy cardboard boxes (to hold 10 - 
30 sack lunches).   
• Pre-wrapped bags of  chips, cookies, drinks and other sack-lunch ready 
sides and snacks or drinks are useful.   

If  you are interested in serving please contact me at (903) 238-7312. 
Laura Rectenwald 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The Trinity Episcopal Church Marshall Annual Parish Meeting will take place on January 24, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. The 
meeting will be held in All Saints Hall with social distancing/face coverings and virtually via Zoom (login 
instructions below). Voting for vestry nominees and delegates to the virtual Diocesan Council Feb 26-27, 2021 will 
be by email. 

https://zoom.us/join  
Meeting ID: 831 8495 8281 
Passcode: 270444 
Or by Phone: +1 346 248 7799  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If  you are interested in representing Trinity at council, 
vestry (or both!) please contact Laura Rectenwald at (903) 
238-7312 or call the church office ASAP.  

https://zoom.us/join
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH
CHILDREN
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Children's Ministry! As we say farewell to perhaps the most 
challenging year we have faced, I am certain that I am not alone in looking forward to a new year and a fresh start. I 
am grateful for the ways in which we have grown as a ministry and as a church. I am grateful for your patience and 
support. I look forward to seeing how God will continue to grow and stretch us in 2021. And I am also looking 
forward to slowly easing back into some of  our more regular routine as this continued pandemic will allow. But my 
greatest joy, as always, is watching and helping to guide the children of  Trinity as they grow in their walk with Christ 
and helping foster an environment where they feel loved and cherished by a church that is family. Thank you for 
walking alongside me in this journey; I could not do it alone. 

Warmly, 
Magdalena Altnau 

YOUTH
December has been a busy month for Trinity Youth! We began our holiday 
season by decorating the Christmas tree in the youth room and learning all the 
fascinating traditions of  Christmas that have been largely lost to history. It’s a 
great way to remind the youth, and ourselves, that this is a celebration of  the 
Birth of  our King and all of  our traditions originated in teaching about the 
redemptive work of  Jesus. 

They also had a great time volunteering with the Empty Stocking Fund. The 
youth spent an evening organizing boxes according to age and gender then 
stuffing lots and lots of  Christmas stockings! On December 20th, they had the 
privilege of  delivering the Christmas boxes to the families from All Saint’s Hall. 
This was a gracious way to remember the true meaning of  this giving season.  

Our Crazy Christmas Sweater Party was a hit with lots of  fun and games. The 
winner for the Craziest Sweater was Jaxon Minatrea who won a tub of  
popcorn. Other games and prizes were involved as well as food and friends. 

The youth took donations from our church members, who donated generously, 
to make care packages for the homeless. We packaged 20 sacks with gloves, hats, 
bibles, flashlights, towels, washcloths, toothbrushes, soap, playing cards and 
socks. Among other much needed supplies were a Christmas card from Trinity 

Church, Christmas tree cake and candy cane 
packed with a note explaining the symbolic 
meaning of  Christ’s redemptive work beginning 
with His birth. The packages will be delivered 
Christmas week and next month I hope to report 
the response from them and hopefully get a few 
pictures! 

I can not tell you how grateful I am to Trinity 
Episcopal Church for all of  the support and 
encouragement that is shared with our youth! 

Merry Christmas, 
Rae Dickson  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BOY SCOUTS

The Boy Scouts of  Troop 550 had a busy and enriching fall semester. Troop 550 held Court 
of  Honor on October 25 and December 12. In October there were five rank advancements 
and several merit badges awarded. On November 25, Dristen Souther graduated from 
National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT), a six day course which teaches boys 
leadership skills. In December the troop had a service project for the Joan Jones memorial 
bench in the garden behind All Saints Hall. Women of  Trinity installed the bench and the 
Boy Scouts added a border and landscaping material to complete the design.  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Our Core 
Values:

Commitment to 
Jesus Christ

Authority of 
Scripture 

Evangelism

Relational 
Ministry

Worship

Servant 
Ministry

Sacrificial Giving
 
Biblical 
Leadership

Top: Court of  Honor 

Middle left: Dristen 
Souther 

Middle right: Ethan 
Lewis with Clifton Trusty 

Bottom left: Scouts at 
the memorial bench 

service project 

Bottom right: Joan Jones 
memorial bench 
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EXPLORING THE GOSPEL OF MARK

For most of  2021 (until Advent) we are in Year B of  our Lectionary, 
when we journey though the Gospel of  Mark. The following verses are 
read on the first and third Sundays after the Epiphany. The Gospel of  
Mark moves quickly; this Gospel jumps right into the action with no 
genealogy or lengthy back story. Mark’s gospel uses a word that is 
translated as “immediately” 47 times, whereas the other synoptic gospels, 
Matthew and Luke, never use that word. We read about John the Baptist 
preparing the way for Jesus, baptizing people in the countryside, and then 
baptizing Our Lord (which we commemorate on January 10 this year). 
The Spirit immediately drives Jesus into the wilderness, John is arrested, 
Jesus begins his ministry, and Jesus finds his first disciples.  

In these passages, there are many parallels between Elijah and both John 
and Jesus and also between the Israelites’ time in the wilderness and that 
of  both John and Jesus. The Jordan River is the barrier between the 
wilderness and the promised land. John the Baptist goes ahead of  Jesus; 
like the disciples, we follow behind. I have written (and borrowed) some 
prayers based on the themes in this passage, which are noted in the 
original Greek as well. I hope this short activity enriches your prayer life 
during this season of  the Epiphany. For suggestions for hymns, 
meditations, or other spiritual practices to accompany each reading 
(omitted here for the sake of  space), email alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu. 

Forgiveness, Aphesis 
Mark 1:4-5 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of  
repentance for the forgiveness of  sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of  Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Prayer 
Merciful God, who sent your servant John to call us to repentance, help 
us to recognize our sins and confess them to You, that we may receive 
your forgiveness, which is freedom, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Baptize, Baptizo 
Mark 1:6-8 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of  his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
Prayer 
From the Renewal of  Baptismal Vows (Book of  Common Prayer, p. 294)  
May Almighty God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of  sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our  
Lord. Amen. 
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Torn Apart, Schizo 
Mark 1:9-11 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of  Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of  the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
Prayer 
Triune God, who sent your Holy Spirit to speak through the prophets of  old and to be at 
work in the Church and in the world now, and descended upon your Son in the river between 
the wilderness and the promised land, help us to become more like your Son in all that we do, 
who with you and the same spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

Wilderness, Eremos 
Mark 1:12-13 
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
Prayer 
Wild and wonderful God, who took on human flesh and experienced temptation, dangers, 
and suffering, grant that in our personal deserts and the times of  wilderness in our lives we 
may experience reflection and renewal, so that we may draw closer to you. Amen.  

Believe, Pisteuo 
Mark 1:14-15 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of  God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of  God has come near; repent, and believe in 
the good news.” 
Prayer 
God of  mystery, who fulfills all things in their proper time, grant us a spirit of  joyful 
expectation and help us to trust in your promises, so that we might believe, even if  the good 
news seems too good to be true, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Follow, Deute/ Akoloutheo/ Aperchomai 
Mark 1:16-20 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of  Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 
into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 
you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of  Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending 
the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 
hired men, and followed him. 
Prayer 
Holy and perfect God, who chooses unholy and imperfect disciples, help us to put you above 
all people and things, so that we may join in your work bearing witness to the Gospel and 
living in newness of  life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.       

Closing Prayer 
(Book of  Common Prayer, p. 240) 
Almighty God, by the hand of  Mark the evangelist you have given to your Church the Gospel 
of  Jesus Christ the Son of God: We thank you for this witness, and pray that we may be firmly 
grounded in its truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy  Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.      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Our Mission:

To proclaim 
the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ 
by: 

Inviting all to 
accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord 
and Savior. 

Fostering the 
presence of 
the Holy 
Spirit for the 
equipping of 
saints to do 
the work of 
ministry.

Witnessing to 
the power of 
God to heal, 
transform, 
and make all 
things new. 

Supporting 
those who by 
word and 
example 
make Christ’s 
redemptive 
work known.
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JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR

Our Clergy:              
Bishops Andy, Jeff, Hector, Kai, and our Rector, the Rev. 
Sean Duncan 

Our Staff:
Jim Johnson - Organist; Melissa Hammers - Choir 
Director; Stacey Shaw - Parish Administrator; Suzie Ward - 
Admin. Assistant;   Angela Bray - Nursery Director; Magda 
Altnau - Children’s Minister; Rae Dickson - Youth 
Minister;  Alicia Anderson – Communications Coordinator   
                                                   
Our Elected Officials:
Our President, Donald; our Governor, Greg; our County Judge, Chad; our Mayor, Terri 
  
Our servicemen & women:
Douglas Manly, James Ott, Zachary Vernon Walker, Jason Woodley, Michael Walsh, Lisa Sperhake, 
Barrett Horak,  Christopher Love, Audrey Dobbs, Aubrey Toussaint, Edgar Simmons, Kenny 
Welch, Ryan Allgood, Wil Moseley, Chase Tondee, Chandler Province, Alex Cameron, Cole Cathey 
  
Our Parishioners:
Charles Manly, Clarence Brown, Joe Weinberg, Rick Toussaint, Sandy Toussaint, Walter Fugler, 
Wanda Fugler,  Charles Porter, Carol Hicks, Mary Lou Barkett, Ron Denney, Sr., Lynne Winn, 
Holly Hasty, Joyce Hammers, Yank Terrell, Richard Anderson,  Harold Hoffmeister, Mary Wasike, 
Nora Brown, Fort Staggers, Flo Lewis, Jim Shelton, Carol Meyer, Cecil Portman, Terry Weeks, 
Remo Mastrogiacomo 

In the Community:
Tommy Asaff, Brad Thomas, Philip Ford, Lola Duncan, Roy Garcia, Marty Alexander, Maureen 
Potter, Cason Bonsall,  Diane McConnell, Stephen Ward, Raymond Nader, Janet Wells, Michael 
Bogue, A.D. Jordan,  Harold McArthur, April McClaskey, Jeremy Fugate, Nola Honeycutt, Laurie 
Robb, John Heath, Laura Dunham, Glen Reeves, Debbie Dreesen, Chuck Dreesen, Regina Duke, 
Grayson Flanagan, Duncan Lewis, Shannon Penner, Bentley Burkett, Craig, Danielle, Emily 
Blalock, Daniel Martin 
  
Homebound:
Bill & Carolyn Sullivan – Home, Mary Jane McElroy – Reunion Inn, JoAnn Cason - Marshall 
Manor,  Peggy Tracy – Home, Patty Whaley – Home 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

4 Yuri Altnau 

7 Ann Brannon 

9 Jack Rectenwald 

10 Jim Johnson 

16 Nancy Haynes 

18 David Jones 

18 Michael DeSa 

24 Jeanette Shelton 

25 Rebecca Bockmon 

27 Cassy Rhoades 

27 Jordan Weeks 

28 Brett Weeks 

28 David Spellings 

29 Janet Gullette 

30 Chris Cope 

31 Dennis Rhoades 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

1 Mr. & Mrs. Remo Mastrogiacomo 

5 Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Haynes 

25 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Pool 

Our Vision:

Our vision for 
Trinity Episcopal 
Church includes:

Growing a dynamic 
youth program.

Reaching out to 
our community 
outside the walls 
with the love of 
Christ.

Increasing spiritual 
and congregational 
growth for our 
parish.

O G o d , y o u h a v e s o 
consecrated the covenant of  
m a r r i a g e t h a t i n i t i s 
represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his 
Church: Send therefore your 
blessing upon these your 
servants, that they may so 
love, honor, and cherish each 
other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home 
may be a haven of  blessing 
and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever. Amen.

O God, our times are in your hand: 
Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servant  N.  as  he  begins another year. 
Grant that he may grow in wisdom and 
grace, and strengthen  his trust in your 
goodness all the days of his life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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MINISTRY ROSTER AND SERVICES 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FINANCIALS
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Behold, I come 

among you as one 

who serves.
 

Luke 22:27 

Parish Staff  

Rae Dickson  
Youth Director  

Magdalena Altnau  
Children’s Christian 
Formation Director  

and Social Media Manager  

Angela Bray  
Nursery Director  

Jim Johnson  
Music Director  & Organist  

Melissa Hammers  
Choir Director  

Stacey Shaw  
Parish Administrator  

Suzie Ward  
Administrative Assistant  

Alicia Anderson 
Communications 

Vestry  

Laura Rectenwald  
Senior Warden  

Sam Clark 
Junior Warden  

Juli Jameson  
Clerk of the Vestry  

Margot Lingold  
Treasurer  

Chris Altnau  

Steve Lewis  

Blair Hammers  

Roy McCarroll  

Kathleen Abraham  

Edwina Thomas  

Bud Bray  

Henry Henderson

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday  

Holy Communion - Rite I  8:00AM  
In Person 

Children’s Sunday School - 9:30 AM 
Youth Christian Formation - 9:30 AM 
Adult Christian Formation - 9:30 AM 

Holy Communion - Rite II 10:30 AM  
In Person & Facebook Live  

Wednesday  

Youth 5:45 PM Youth Room  

Thursday  

Martha’s Kitchen - 6:00 PM  

New Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Friday 8:30-12 & 1-4:30 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
106 N. Grove Street 
Marshall, Texas 75670 

903-938-4246 
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

