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Dear Trinity, 

On June 20th, we celebrated Father’s Day, taking time to recognize and celebrate 
those men who take the big step in maturity required to be called, “Dad.” Being a 
father does not just mean becoming a biological parent. Fatherhood is about a 
man taking responsibility for the care of  his children: physically, mentally, 
spiritually. It is a life of  service for the sake of  the children entrusted to him. It’s 
not an easy proposition! 

Recently, fatherhood has fallen on hard times. A 2008 survey of  over 1500 
mothers 18 years old and older showed that 93% believed there is a fatherhood 
crisis in America. Current census numbers show that over 25 million children 
today live without a father. And it shows in our kids: 71% of  high school drop-
outs have minimal or no father involvement and are more likely to skip school or 
be expelled. Fatherless boys are three times more likely to end up in jail by age 30. 
In the 25 most deadly school shootings (as of  2016), 75% of  the shooters were 
raised in broken homes. Fatherlessness is a major factor in many of  the problems 
we face. 

How do we begin to reverse such a massive 
problem? There can be no silver bullet; no single 
variable that will fix it all. Even so, there is a way 
forward. Where can the new father learn what he 
should be to his kids when so many dads are 
simply out of  the picture? The answer must be 
our heavenly Father. The love between the Father 
and the Son, connected by the Holy Spirit is the 
model for fathers everywhere. This is most crucial 
for those who have no model to look to. We saw 
in 2 Samuel 7 that God models for us the work of  
a good father: He plans for the wellbeing and 
maturity of  his children (v. 13), He disciplines 
when needed (v. 14), and most importantly, He 
stays a source of  consistent and steady love 
throughout their lives (v. 15). These are the things 
that we need as God’s children and our children 
need them from us. These are the steps to begin 
to walk in godly fatherhood. 

Dads: if  you have a father in your life, make sure you tell him how much his 
presence has meant to you. And if  you do not have an earthly dad, you can still be 
a great one for your kids! Get to know your heavenly Father. He will show the way. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Sean  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ANNOUNCEMENTS 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Our Mission:

To proclaim 
the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ 
by: 

Inviting all to 
accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord 
and Savior. 

Fostering the 
presence of 
the Holy 
Spirit for the 
equipping of 
saints to do 
the work of 
ministry.

Witnessing to 
the power of 
God to heal, 
transform, 
and make all 
things new. 

Supporting 
those who by 
word and 
example 
make Christ’s 
redemptive 
work known.

Want to enjoy this issue of  the Tripod in color and higher resolution? You can find a PDF 
version online at http://www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/the-tripod.html. 

By visiting Trinity’s website, you can also read about the history of  our parish, learn about 
our many ministries, find links of  interest, and keep up with the latest parish news in 
between Tripod issues. 

For short and sweet weekly updates, sign up to receive the Weekly E-news via email. Send 
an email to Alicia Anderson, Communications Coordinator at alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu 
to be added to the distribution list.

http://www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/the-tripod.html
http://www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/the-tripod.html


YOUTH MINISTRY

Mission trips are pivotal to the youth group here at Trinity. With the disappointment of  the canceled mission trip to 
New Orleans in 2020 (due to Covid), and the lingering effects of  it in 2021, the youth had to get creative with a 
mission project this summer. It’s times like these when good ideas emerge; why not do mission work right here in 
our own community?   So, we set out looking for organizations that were missional in nature and in need of  our 
help. 

We started out at Carver Community Center cleaning, planting, and 
landscaping the front entrance. Carver Community Center is formally 
the George Washington Carver Elementary School on Holland St. in 
Marshall. They are a privately owned Christian community center 
whose mission is to serve the community. CCC distributed PPE 
(personal protective equipment) in response to the Covid-19 
pandemic and Pampers to mothers of  young children. They have 
meals available for kids during the summer and free coding class for 
youth. They plan to expand their program to include a museum, after 
-school programs, and many 
more activities for both youth 
and senior citizens. 

Trinity Episcopal Youth also worked at Mission Marshall packing food 
boxes for nursing homes, taking food out to vehicles, organizing shelves, 
and packing and storing food for those needing assistance at the food 
pantry. Their friendly faces and energetic personalities were a blessing to the 
customers of  Mission Marshall. 
 

Next, the youth of  Trinity Episcopal Church worked at My Friend’s 
House. The youth spent their time cutting tree branches and clearing 
brush from the newly paved road leading to their thrift store.   My 
Friend’s House offers a shower and a washer and dryer for our homeless 
population. They offer a place to sleep and a warm welcome to those in 
need. This ministry is supported in part by the well-stocked thrift store 
that helps take care of  the basic needs 
of  the homeless. 

Lastly, the youth at Trinity Episcopal Church gave back to the church that loves 
and supports them by cleaning up the garden area and making it beautiful after a 
long winter. 

The Covid pandemic has caused all of  us to make changes in our lives and how 
we operate as individuals and groups. But, in the midst of  all the bad, there is also 
some good. The Marshall community benefited from a youth group that wasn’t 
able to leave home. Mission work is needed, everywhere, but let us not forget our 
own neighbors! Mission Week for Trinity Episcopal Youth was such a success and 
blessing that they plan to do it every year in addition to their out-of-state mission 
endeavors. 

- Rae Dickson  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GIRL SCOUTS

The troop is back and going strong! Troop 7143 is back meeting in person at all levels, working on badges, learning 
new things, having amazing adventures, and working to improve our community.  

We have had a super busy spring with lots of  adventures, but working on our aviation badges has certainly brought 
us to new heights! The girls tackled a multi-week program that included the fundamentals of  aviation and the 
science of  flight. They built a variety of  gliders and tested wing designs. During this time, the girls delved into the 
history of  women in flight. We then headed to the airport to meet with an aviation professor to discuss the future 
of  aviation and career opportunities in multiple fields that were direct tabs indirectly associated with flight. Later 
that evening they inspected planes and then took to the skies!  For many of  the girls, this was their first time in the 
air. Some of  them are definitely hooked! 

It is also Metal Season. In Girl Scouts, that means working towards their 
bronze, silver, or gold awards. These progressive awards teach the girls how 
to identify projects and issues in their community and help them develop the 
project management skills to tackle and solve the issues they see around 
them. Bronze awards are tackled by 4th and 5th graders. In the past, we gave 
done projects at the animal shelter, made supplies to assist the local food 
bank, or  worked in community gardening.  

Silver awards are done by 6th - 8th graders and require fifty or more hours 
of  service that produce a sustainable improvement. Both of  those awards 
help prepare the girls for their gold award, which is done during high school. 
This nationally recognized award provides a project or program to address 
an issue in a meaningful and sustainable way. It must pass both a local and 
regional board of  review, include media relations, fund raising, project 
management, budgeting, and project presentation. All these skills help gorge 
the leaders of  tomorrow.  

Our scouts at Trinity are currently working on a silver award to help our parish. They are doing a rehab project on 
the playground. To date, they have power-washed the sidewalks and equipment, restored the two riders, and 
repainted the bench bases. There is tons of  work to follow, and while weather and school have been schedule 
challenges, even the roadblocks have been important management lessons!   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GIRL SCOUTS (CONT.)

If  you know anyone interested in getting their daughters involved or you have a project you would like me to 
present to the girls as a Metal possibility, please contact Juli Jameson at 903-926-2517. 

The girl’s of  Troop 7143 have hit the road again for our annual Road Trip! This year we are in Lockhart and 
questing to San Antonio and Austin. Activities will include tours of  both cities as well as indoor skydiving and 
caving. And what would a trip to that area be without a long float down the river? 

- Juli Jameson  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SPECIAL DAYS IN JULY

INDEPENDENCE DAY, JULY 4

The Collect:  
Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of  this country won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the 
torch of  freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of  this land may have grace to maintain 
our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

ST. MARY MAGDALENE, JULY 22

Christian tradition has also honored 
Mary Magdalene as “Apostle to the 
Apostles” at least since the era of  the 
Church Fathers. She holds both this title 
and the title of  “equal to the apostles” in 
the Eastern Church. “Apostle” in Greek 
means a delegate, ambassador of  the 
Gospel, or a messenger. She is called 
“Apostle to the Apostles” because she 
was the first person to witness the 
Resurrection and share the Gospel. In 
the Gospel of  John, the risen Christ 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, and 
He commanded her to go and tell the 
disciples (John 20:1-18). She became the 
first messenger or preacher of  the 
Gospel. In Luke’s account (23:55-24:27), Mary Magdalene and the other women at the empty tomb were reminded 
that Jesus had taught them that He was to be handed over, crucified, and would rise on the third day. The apostles 
(or “the eleven” and “the rest”), aside from Peter, did not believe their account. On the road to Emmaus, when 
Jesus spoke to two disciples, who did not recognize him, He rebuked them for not trusting what the prophets said 
about the Messiah, and unlike the women, they still did not remember what Jesus taught them. Additionally, Mary 
Magdalene traveled with Jesus and the twelve and helped financially support His ministry (Luke 8:1-3), and she was 
present at the crucifixion and went to the tomb to care for Jesus’s body in all four Gospel accounts. 

There are several Marys in the Bible, and it is easy to confuse them. Another point of  confusion is the commonly 
held belief  that Mary Magdalene was a woman of  ill repute or an adulterous woman, a misconception which has 
been perpetrated in contemporary literature and film. Scripture tells us only that Jesus healed Mary Magdalene of  
seven demons (Luke 8:1-3 and Mark 16:9). The myth began when Pope Gregory I (d. 604) combined the stories and 
experiences of  multiple Marys into one person in a sermon. He also identified Mary Magdalene with the unnamed 
adulterous woman (John 7:53-8:11) and the unnamed sinner (Luke 7:36-40), but there is no evidence that either of  
these women was Mary Magdalene. Around the same time, she was also confused with Mary of  Egypt, a reformed 
prostitute. Conflating Marys has remained part of  Christian tradition, but we can learn from all of  their unique 
stories. 

The Collect: 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son restored Mary Magdalene to health of  body and of  mind, and called her to be a 
witness of  his resurrection: Mercifully grant that by your grace we may be healed from all our infirmities and know 
you in the power of  his unending life; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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SPECIAL DAYS IN JULY (CONT.)

ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE, JULY 25

The Gospel: Matthew 20:20-28 
James was a fisherman called by Jesus, along with his brother, John, out of  the boat, where 
they were with their father, Zebedee, mending their nets. They immediately left their father 
and their boat to follow Jesus. In the previous chapter, the mother of  the sons of  Zebedee 
was present for the conversation when Jesus told Peter that at the renewal of  all things the 
Son of  Man will be seated on the throne and his disciples will sit on twelve thrones. Jesus 
spoke of  the rewards for everyone who has left home, family, and work for his name’s sake, 
and adds that “many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” Clearly, James was 
willing to make great sacrifices to follow Christ.  
    
James’ mother was indeed present for this conversation, but she was not present to hear 
Jesus’ words at the very beginning of  this passage when he tells his disciples (for the third 
time) about his upcoming death and resurrection. I wonder if  she would have asked Jesus 
that same question if  she knew the cost? Did she think Jesus was talking about earthly 
thrones? When Jesus confirms that James and John will indeed drink his cup, he is 
predicting that they will become martyrs. Did James and John really know what that meant? 
Did they know what they were getting themselves into?  

In both of  these passages from Matthew, it was Jesus’ fate of  crucifixion, which was 
ordered in part for his speaking out and upsetting the power structures. When we preach or 
speak or write or act prophetically, there will sometimes be consequences, personally and 
professionally. Unlike the prophets of  the Old Testament, such as Jeremiah in today’s 
reading, or the apostles James and John, we probably will not actually risk our lives in order 
to speak God’s word to people. Unless we become missionaries to certain countries, we can 
reasonably expect that following our calling as Christians will not cost us our actual lives. So, 
what does it mean to drink from Jesus’ cup when most of  us will not suffer persecution for 
our faith?  

We can drink from the cup that Jesus drank from in other ways. We can make small 
sacrifices, even daily, dying to self  and putting others’ needs above our own. These habits become patterns that 
shape us and mold us over time. But the pattern is not perfectly linear, and we are not perfect. We are constantly 
being remade. Jesus calls us to a different way. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus pulls down what is high and lifts up 
what is low. Jesus commands us to live according to another set of  rules, from another kingdom. 

Though we may humble ourselves and make all sorts of  sacrifices, we do not accomplish worthiness or goodness 
on our own. We can make sacrifices and serve others and work to become holier, but at the same time, we cannot 
trust in our own righteousness. Jesus asks are you able to drink from the cup, not will you. Is there a difference? Are 
we all able? I believe we are empowered by the God who made us in His image and through our baptism. Maybe we 
are all able, but we are imperfect. That is why, in our Baptismal Covenant, we declare, “I will, with God’s help.” And 
it is why we worship in community, form and nurture relationships with other Christians, read our Bibles, pray, and 
receive Eucharist. In doing so, we receive Christ’s presence, grace, and strength to work towards becoming the 
people God intended us to be.  

The Collect: 
O gracious God, we remember before you today your servant and apostle James, first 
among the Twelve to suffer martyrdom for the Name of  Jesus Christ; and we pray that you 
will pour out upon the leaders of  your Church that spirit of  self-denying service by which 
alone they may have true authority among your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 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SPECIAL DAYS IN JULY (CONT.)

MARY AND MARTHA OF BETHANY, JULY 29

“Mary and Martha of  Bethany are described in the Gospels according to Luke and John as close and well-loved friends 
of  Jesus… Many Christian writers have interpreted Martha and Mary as symbolizing the active and contemplative lives. 
In most cases, however, they stressed that this division of  action and contemplation was not a simple dichotomy. 
Although most ancient and medieval theologians tended to prioritize the contemplative life, all of  them stressed the 
necessity for the different vocations of  both sisters in the church… The Cistercian theologian Aelred of  Rievaulx wrote 
that just as Mary and Martha dwelt as sisters within one house, so also the active and contemplative life should ideally 
dwell within the same soul.” - Revised Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018, p 391-392 

The Collect: 
O God, heavenly Father, your Son Jesus Christ enjoyed rest and refreshment in the home of  Mary and Martha of  
Bethany: Give us the will to love you, open our hearts to hear you, and strengthen our hands to serve you in others for 
his sake; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
 

It’s almost July, and hurricane season is underway. While hurricanes 
do not affect us in the same manner they do down south, we do feel 
the effect of  them. However, we in East Texas do have our fair share 
of  weather emergencies. So many Texans were caught off  guard this 
past February. How are we prepared if  a weather emergency occurs 
in our community? The diocese has put out a guide for parishes to 
examine their level of  preparation for a natural disaster. As the 
diocesan website states, “Being prepared for disasters is good 
stewardship of  our lives and our God given resources.   The sooner 
our church members recover, the sooner we can be the Church to 
our neighbors in need.” 

Information and resources for disaster preparedness can be found at  
https://www.epicenter-prepare.org. You can read more about the following topics as well as resources for 
cultivating resilience, and ways to volunteer and give to survivors of  disasters. 

Start Planning: 
What do you need to think about BEFORE disaster strikes?  
- Family Emergency Plans: 2 forms and what to do with them 
- Covid-19 Considerations 
- Offering shelter during a storm 

Prepare Your Supplies 
- What kind of  supplies will you need? 
- Assemble a disaster supply kit 
- Additional steps for people with disabilities 
- Lists for pets 
- A workbook provided by FEMA 

Stay Informed 
- National Weather 
- State of  Texas 
- Local Emergency Management 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JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR

OUR CLERGY:              
Bishops Andy, Jeff, Hector, and Kai, and our Rector, the 
Rev. Sean Duncan 

OUR STAFF:
Jim Johnson - Organist; Melissa Hammers - Choir Director; 
Stacey Shaw - Parish Administrator; Suzie Ward - Admin. 
Assistant; Danielle Bray - Nursery Director; Magda Altnau - 
Children’s Christian Formation Director and Social Media 
Manager; Rae Dickson - Youth Minister;  Alicia Anderson – 
Communications Coordinator, Tammy Faulkner - Martha’s Kitchen  
Assistant Director 
                                                   
OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS:
Our President, Joe; our Governor, Greg; our County Judge, Chad; our Mayor, Terri 
  
OUR SERVICEMEN & WOMEN:
Douglas Manly, James Ott, Zachary Vernon Walker, Jason Woodley, Michael Walsh, Lisa Sperhake, 
Barrett Horak,  Christopher Love, Audrey Dobbs, Aubrey Toussaint, Edgar Simmons, Kenny 
Welch, Ryan Allgood, Wil Moseley, Chase Tondee, Chandler Province, Alex Cameron, Cole Cathey 
  
OUR PARISHIONERS:
Charles Manly, Clarence Brown, Joe Weinberg, Rick Toussaint, Sandy Toussaint, Walter Fugler, 
Wanda Fugler,  Charles Porter, Carol Hicks, Mary Lou Barkett, Ron Denney, Sr., Holly Hasty, Yank 
Terrell, Richard Anderson,  Harold Hoffmeister, Mary Wasike, Nora Brown, Fort Staggers, Flo 
Lewis, Carol Meyer, Terry Weeks, Remo Mastrogiacomo, Sam Clark, Diane Taylor, Dick Toussaint, 
Lisa Bray, Roy McCarroll 

IN THE COMMUNITY:
Tommy Asaff, Brad Thomas, Philip Ford, Lola Duncan, Roy Garcia, Marty Alexander, Maureen 
Potter, Cason Bonsall,  Diane McConnell, Stephen Ward, Raymond Nader, Janet Wells, Michael 
Bogue, A.D. Jordan,  Harold McArthur, April McClaskey, Jeremy Fugate, Nola Honeycutt, Laurie 
Robb, John Heath, Laura Dunham, Glen Reeves, Grayson Flanagan, Duncan Lewis, Shannon 
Penner, Bentley Burkett, Daniel Martin, Jerry Williams, Rose Runnels, Charlie Rae Furrh, Drew 
Furrh 

HOMEBOUND:
Bill & Carolyn Sullivan – Home, Mary Jane McElroy – Reunion Inn, Peggy Tracy – Home, Patty 
Whaley – Home, JoAnn Cason - Home 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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

JULY BIRTHDAYS

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 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1  Cheryl Staggers 

5  Reggie Hasty 

5  Sarah Rectenwald 

5  Jerry Martinez 

6  Katie Godinich DeSa 

7  Doug Lewis 

7  Michael Jones 

10 Cody Godinich 

11 Courtney Tolar 

12 Wil Moseley 

13 Stephen Littlejohn 

13 Patsy Martinez 

Watch over your children, O Lord, 
as their days increase; bless and 
guide them wherever they may be. 
Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged 
or sorrowful; raise them up if  they 
fall; and in their hearts may thy 
peace which passes understanding 
abide all the days of  their lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

15 Aydenne Martinez 

16 Sandy Toussaint 

17 Vince Godinich 

20 Theresa Harper 

21 Michael Cason 

25 Sherry Henderson 

26 Lillian Weeks 

26 Owen Duncan 

27 Albert McPhail 

27 Glenda Lane 

27 Rae Dickson 

28 Lal Terrell 

14 Mr. & Mrs. Yank Terrell 

16 Mr & Mrs. Christopher Altnau 

16 Mr. & Mrs. Brett Weeks 

17 Mr. & Mrs. David Thomas 

20 Mr. & Mrs. Don Bramlett 

22 Mr. & Mrs. Dick Boyd 

30 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Lewis 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your 
blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, 
honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home 
may be a haven of  blessing and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



MINISTRY ROSTER 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FINANCIALS

May Income:   $36,525.89     May Expenses:  $30,915.26       May Difference:  $5,610.63 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

Have an announcement, story, or photos you would like included in an upcoming issue of  The Tripod? Please 
contact Communications Coordinator, Alicia Anderson at alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu or call the church office.
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Behold, I come 

among you as one 

who serves.
 

Luke 22:27 

Parish Staff  

The Rev. Sean D. Duncan 
Rector 

Rae Dickson  
Youth Director  

Magdalena Altnau  
Children’s Christian 
Formation Director  

and Social Media Manager  

Danielle Bray  
Nursery Director  

Jim Johnson  
Music Director & Organist  

Melissa Hammers  
Choir Director  

Stacey Shaw  
Parish Administrator  

Suzie Ward  
Administrative Assistant  

Alicia Anderson 
Communications  

Tammy Faulkner 
Martha’s Kitchen Asst. Dir. 

Vestry  

Laura Rectenwald  
Senior Warden  

Juli Jameson  
Clerk of the Vestry  

Blair Hammers  

Roy McCarroll  

Edwina Thomas  

Bud Bray  

Henry Henderson 

Katie DeSa 

Tony Pierce 

Julie Trexler  

Dianne Perkins 

Jackie Weeks 

Robert Perkins 
Treasurer 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday  

Holy Communion - Rite I  8:00 AM  
In Person 

Children’s Sunday School  9:30 AM 
Youth Christian Formation  9:30 AM 

No Children’s Sunday School or 
Youth formation July 11, 18, or 25. 

Please note, there is no Adult 
Christian formation in July. 

Holy Communion - Rite II 10:30 AM  
In Person & Facebook Live  

Nursery open - 9:15-11:45 AM 

Please note, there are no Wednesday 
night programs in July. 

Thursday  

Martha’s Kitchen - 5:30-6:00 PM  

Trinity Episcopal Church 
106 N. Grove Street 
Marshall, Texas 75670 

903-938-4246 
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

