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Dear Trinity Family, 

During the week of  the snow storm which stopped all travel, crippled water 
pressure and sent people scrambling to buy up all the bananas at Target (true 
story), my wife turned to me and said, “If  this craziness had happened at any other 
time, everyone would be going nuts! Today, it seems to be par for the course.” I 
had to agree. We had pipes burst at home and the church office. Friends came over 
for laundry and a shower because there was no water in their entire area. The roads 
were impassible for a week and everyone was stuck at home for Ash Wednesday. I 
have heard the same stories of  trial and perseverance from many of  you. 
  
But we all got through it. It seems that God is making us into heartier folk than we 
were a year ago. COVID, snow storms, cancer, widowhood…we have all 
experienced these as a community. There seems to be no emotional room for next 
year, or next month, or tomorrow. It’s more like, “give us this day our daily bread, 
O Lord.” We need God to give us the sustenance for the day.    
  
And here’s the thing: He gives it. When we ask Him, He gives us what we need for 
the day. As I sit at my desk, there is bright sunshine and a bird drinking from the 
bird bath, where yesterday there was a gray sky and a mound of  week-old snow. 
Things change quickly. We don’t know all the answers; we don’t know the future 
holds. This realization can either cause us to bunch up tight into a ball of  tense 
worry or it can help us to relax and lean back further into the peace of  God’s 
grace. My prayer for us is that we will choose the latter this Lent, letting God 
purify us from the controlling mindset of  self-will to resting in the peace of  a 
God-centered life. 

In Christ, 
Rev. Sean  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news of the Holy Spirit 
to all members of our 
church and community.
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“do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and  
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7  

And the peace of  God, which surpasses all understanding,  
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-7).



VIRTUAL SHROVE TUESDAY CELEBRATION 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While we couldn’t gather in person for the annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Trinity parishioners celebrated 
virtually together! Photos of  our at-home suppers were posted to Facebook that evening so we could see each 
other (and those delicious pancakes) in real time. This event is normally a major fundraiser for Boy Scouts Troop 
550. Still, parishioners generously gave donations to support our local troop. Thank you to all who gave, and we 
look forward to feasting on pancakes together in person next year!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM 

Deadline March 21, 2021 (or when 50 Lilies have been sold) 

Lilies $10.00 

Please fill out form and return, along with cash or check, to the Church office.  (Please be certain to attach form to 
cash or check if  you place in offering plate.)  The dedications will be listed in the Easter Service Bulletin on April 4, 
2021.  

Qty._____   PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Your Name(s):                     
              
In Memory of:                     

                                      
        
                                    

                                    

               
In Thanksgiving for:                    
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SPECIAL DAYS IN MARCH

MARCH 19: SAINT JOSEPH
“In the face of  circumstances that distressed even a man of  such 
tenderness and obedience to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of  
protecting Mary and being a father to Jesus. He is honored in Christian 
tradition for the nurturing care and protection he provided for the infant 
Jesus and his mother in taking them to Egypt to escape Herod’s 
slaughter of  the innocents, and in rearing him as a faithful Jew at 
Nazareth. The Gospel according to Matthew pictures Joseph as a man 
of  deep devotion, open to mystical experiences, and as a man of  
compassion, who accepted his God-given responsibility with gentleness 
and humility.  

Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of  David, and a carpenter by trade. As Joseph the 
Carpenter, he is considered the patron saint of  the working man, one who not only worked 
with his hands, but taught his trade to Jesus. The little that is told of  him is a testimony to 
the trust in God which values simple everyday duties, and gives an example of  a loving 
husband and father.” 

MARCH 25: THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST TO 
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
“Today’s feast commemorates how God made known to a young Jewish woman that she 
was to be the mother of  his Son. The Annunciation has been a major theme in Christian 
art, in both East and West, and innumerable sermons and poems have been composed 
about it. The term coined by Cyril of  Alexandria for the Blessed Virgin, Theotokos (“the 
God-bearer”), was affirmed by the General Council of  Ephesus in 431.  

Many theologians stress that Mary accepted her vocation with perfect conformity of  will. 
Mary’s self-offering in response to God’s call has been compared to that of  Abraham, the 
father of  believers. Just as Abraham was called to be the father of  the chosen people, and 
accepted his call, so Mary was called to be the mother of  the faithful, the new Israel. She is 
God’s human agent in the mystery of  the Incarnation. Her response to the angel, “Let it be 

to me according to your word,” is identical with the faith expressed in the prayer that Jesus taught: “Your will be 
done on earth as in heaven.”  

But while many Christians emphasize the submissiveness of  Mary, according to the 
sixth-century Syriac writer Jacob of  Sarug, the most important words that Mary 
spoke were not those of  quiet acquiescence but rather, "How can this be?" Indeed, in 
Jacob's account of  the gospel encounter, Mary's response is much more than a single 
question. Instead, a teenage girl takes on an archangel in a theological debate and 
freely consents only when she has been convinced that the angel's word is true. In 
this interpretation, it is Mary's eagerness to understand God's plan and her own role 
in it that makes her exemplary rather than her meek consent. Jacob contrasts her 
behavior with Eve, who did not question the serpent that tempted her in the garden but uncritically accepted the 
claim that she and Adam would become like gods without testing it first. In Eve's case, "lack of  doubt gave birth to 
death" because she simply believed whatever she was told and "was won over without any debate."  

In both of  these interpretation, however, our salvation is only possible because of  Mary’s free cooperation with 
God in that salvation. It has been said, “God made us without us, and redeemed us without us, but cannot save us 
without us.” Mary’s assent to God’s call opened the way for God to accomplish the salvation of  the world. It is for 
this reason that all generations have called her “blessed.’”

- Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018, pages 186, 194-195  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SPECIAL DAYS IN MARCH
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION: PALM SUNDAY

The 1979 Book of  Common Prayer liturgy 
for Palm Sunday may be a little over forty 
years old officially, but the history and 
theology behind it goes back much further.  

Palm Sunday and other Holy Week liturgies 
from the 1979 prayer book allow us to 
remember the events of  the Passion as they 
were commemorated by ancient Christians. 
We now have this service structure and the Passion reading on Palm Sunday due to 20th-
century liturgical renewal. The Liturgical movement recovered ancient Christian practices and 
increased participation of  the laity. Initially there was one Pascha service celebrating Christ’s 
Passion and Resurrection, but in 4th-century Jerusalem the celebrations became spread out 
over a week. Mark’s Gospel account shows us that Jesus went into Jerusalem on the Sunday 
before the first Easter, so on that day pilgrims processed into Jerusalem carrying branches 
(and Episcopalians all over now carry palm fronds, processing into the church). Palm Sunday 
spread from Jerusalem throughout the Christian world as a result of  these pilgrimages.  

The church in England dropped these 
liturgies after the Reformation and they 
were not reintroduced until the mid-20th 
century. Following Vatican II, the Roman 
Catholic Church revised their liturgical 
calendar, which included moving the 
Passion narrative to Palm Sunday, and they 
created their 3-year lectionary, which was 
l a t e r a d a p t e d f o r u s e i n o t h e r 
denominations, including our own. With the 
1928 prayer book, only the Gospel 

according to Matthew was read, but with the Revised Common Lectionary and the 1979 
prayer book, we have the opportunity to read all of  the synoptic Gospels. Our current service 
is a little longer, as we have the option of  a longer reading from Matthew compared to the 
1928 prayer book and there are always two Gospel readings. 

Our Palm Sunday service is rich and emotionally provoking. It is troubling to shout, “Crucify 
him!” and jarring to do so just after shouting “Hosanna!” We are reminded annually that had 
we been present, we might have also turned against Jesus. While the service is somber, it is not 
entirely bleak; we are Easter people, but we can’t begin to grasp the significance of  the 
Resurrection without the Passion. And we experience this story arc from Palm Sunday to 
Easter Sunday though these liturgies. 

-Alicia Anderson 

Sources: 
Praying Shapes Believing by Leonel L. Mitchell and Ruth A. Meyers 
Opening the Prayer Book by Jeffrey Lee 
Holy Week, Easter, and the Great Fifty Days by Leonel L. Mitchell 
https://www.johndominiccrossan.com/The%20Last%20Week.htm 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/blog/why-palmpassion-sunday-and-not-just-palm-
sunday 
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1928/Lectionary_1928.pdf 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Our Mission:

To proclaim 
the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ 
by: 

Inviting all to 
accept Jesus 
Christ as Lord 
and Savior. 

Fostering the 
presence of 
the Holy 
Spirit for the 
equipping of 
saints to do 
the work of 
ministry.

Witnessing to 
the power of 
God to heal, 
transform, 
and make all 
things new. 

Supporting 
those who by 
word and 
example 
make Christ’s 
redemptive 
work known.

https://www.johndominiccrossan.com/The%20Last%20Week.htm
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/blog/why-palmpassion-sunday-and-not-just-palm-sunday
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/blog/why-palmpassion-sunday-and-not-just-palm-sunday
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bcp/1928/Lectionary_1928.pdf


YOUTH  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Even with the winter storm that blew through Texas, the youth have 
stayed very busy! 

At the end of  January, Trinity youth went on a field trip to the grocery 
store with $2 to purchase food for a day. This was an exercise to help 
them realize the reality of  how important Martha’s Kitchen is to our 
community. They shared their purchases with the group and we discussed 
if  it were healthy or even enough.  

The following week, they prepared sack lunches for 
Martha’s Kitchen, meticulously making sure that all 
120 sacks had everything they needed and enjoyed 
every minute of  it.



YOUTH  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Trinity Youth stayed busy on their week home from school. Some 
shoveled snow for local businesses, sidewalks and drive ways. Others built 
snowmen and made snow angels while other had a blast on their 4-
Wheelers. It was a fun week but by the end everyone was ready to get 

We celebrated Mardi Gras early, which turned out to be a good thing 
considering the snow that set in on Fat Tuesday. We looked at all the 
Christian traditions that surround Mardi Gras and how they fit into the 
Church calendar. 



REFLECTION ON SERVING 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What Can I Do? 
Read Exodus 35:20-35 

We, who are many , are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of  
another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us. 

- Romans 12:5-6 (NRSV) 

I don’t enjoy cooking or washing dishes. SO when members of  the church prepare 
dinner each night of  revival meetings, I don’t volunteer. “Are you going to be here to 
help?” the dinner director asked. 

Ugh, I thought. I had told her we had somewhere else to be. But it turned out that we 
were able to leave early, and we arrived at church 15 minutes before the revival 
meeting stared. I went to the kitchen to see if  I could help and found six stressed 
women struggling to clean up in time to attend the service. “What can I do?” I asked. 

“We need the tables washed,” one answered. I can do that, I thought as I grabbed a 
wet towel and began to clean the messy tables. To my surprise, we cleaned up on time, 
and I was glad I had offered to help. 

That night reminded me of  the Israelites building the tabernacle. Many willingly 
brought offerings. God gave specific talents to some, like Bezalel and Oholiab, 
engravers and embroiderers. Washing tables may not be as high on the gifted list as 
cooking for two hundred hungry people, but it was part of  the ministry. Each of  us 
working together provided revival attendees with filled bellies, ready to feast their 
souls on God’s word. 

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for giving us abilities that we can use in your 
service. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Lucinda J. Rollings of  Indiana 
The Upper Room, November 16, 2020 
  

Our Vision:

Our vision for 
Trinity Episcopal 
Church includes:

Growing a dynamic 
youth program.

Reaching out to 
our community 
outside the walls 
with the love of 
Christ.

Increasing spiritual 
and congregational 
growth for our 
parish.

Thank you to an anonymous parishioner who submitted this inspiring story.  

Let’s share our own stories of  Trinity with each other! While we have given up much 
and grieved much in this pandemic there is still joy, hope, and connection to be 
found, especially in our church community. 

How has Trinity impacted your life? What does this church community mean to you?  

If  you would like to share your story - for The Tripod, website, or Facebook - email 
Communications Coordinator alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu or call the church office.  

mailto:alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu
mailto:alicia.anderson@alum.ssw.edu


JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR

Our Clergy:              
Bishops Andy, Jeff, Hector, and Kai, and our Rector, the 
Rev. Sean Duncan 

Our Staff:
Jim Johnson - Organist; Melissa Hammers - Choir Director; 
Stacey Shaw - Parish Administrator; Suzie Ward - Admin. 
Assistant; Danielle Bray - Nursery Director; Magda Altnau - 
Children’s Christian Formation Director and Social Media 
Manager; Rae Dickson - Youth Minister;  Alicia Anderson – 
Communications Coordinator   
                                                   
Our Elected Officials:
Our President, Donald; our Governor, Greg; our County Judge, Chad; our Mayor, Terri 
  
Our servicemen & women:
Douglas Manly, James Ott, Zachary Vernon Walker, Jason Woodley, Michael Walsh, Lisa Sperhake, 
Barrett Horak,  Christopher Love, Audrey Dobbs, Aubrey Toussaint, Edgar Simmons, Kenny 
Welch, Ryan Allgood, Wil Moseley, Chase Tondee, Chandler Province, Alex Cameron, Cole Cathey 
  
Our Parishioners:
Charles Manly, Clarence Brown, Joe Weinberg, Rick Toussaint, Sandy Toussaint, Walter Fugler, 
Wanda Fugler,  Charles Porter, Carol Hicks, Mary Lou Barkett, Ron Denney, Sr., Lynne Winn, 
Holly Hasty, Joyce Hammers, Yank Terrell, Richard Anderson,  Harold Hoffmeister, Mary Wasike, 
Nora Brown, Fort Staggers, Flo Lewis, Carol Meyer, Terry Weeks, Remo Mastrogiacomo, Sam 
Clark, Gary Hathaway 

In the Community:
Tommy Asaff, Brad Thomas, Philip Ford, Lola Duncan, Roy Garcia, Marty Alexander, Maureen 
Potter, Cason Bonsall,  Diane McConnell, Stephen Ward, Raymond Nader, Janet Wells, Michael 
Bogue, A.D. Jordan,  Harold McArthur, April McClaskey, Jeremy Fugate, Nola Honeycutt, Laurie 
Robb, John Heath, Laura Dunham, Glen Reeves, Grayson Flanagan, Duncan Lewis, Shannon 
Penner, Bentley Burkett, Daniel Martin, Jerry Williams, Charles Mayo, Janet Key 
  
Homebound:
Bill & Carolyn Sullivan – Home, Mary Jane McElroy – Reunion Inn, Peggy Tracy – Home, Patty 
Whaley – Home, JoAnn Cason - Home 

Church Triumphant:
Cecil Portman, Jim Shelton  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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 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1  Matthew Hatch 
2  Angela Bray 
3  Teresea Whaley 
4  Gary Hathaway 
5  Susan Pool 
6  Noah Martinez 
6  Clarence Brown 
6  Kristy Duncan 
7  Kennedy Minatrea 
8  Leanna Westergaard 
12  Lowell Runyan 
15  Phalby Porter 
15  Hannah Slayter 
16  Glenda Knutson 
17  Paul Palmer 

O God, our times are in your 
hand: Look with favor, we pray, on 
your servant  N.  as  he  begins 
another year. Grant that  he  may 
grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen  his trust in your 
goodness all the days of  his  life; 
t h r o u g h Je s u s C h r i s t o u r 
Lord. Amen. 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  
marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send therefore 
your blessing upon these your servants, that they 
may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true 
godliness, that their home may be a haven of  
blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

18  Louis Slayter 
19  Joel Truelove 
20  Christian Welch  
20  James Welch 
24  Claudia Abney 
24  Sutton Minatrea 
26  Cate Truelove 
27  Clarissa Martin 
28  Marjorie Bray 
28  Chase Tondee 
29  Dianne Perkins 
30  Juli Jameson 
31  Sara Cope 
31  Richard Toussaint 

8   Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Brown 
13  Mr. & Mrs. Gary Hathaway 
25  Mr. & Mrs. Bill Abraham 
28  Mr. & Mrs. John Bogue, Sr. 
30  Mr. & Mrs. Bud Denney, Jr. 



MINISTRY ROSTER
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FINANCIALS

January Revenue:  
$117, 341.77 

January Expenses: 
$40,446.42 

  

January Difference:  
$76,895.35

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES

March 28 
Palm Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

April 1 
Maundy Thursday 6:00 PM 

April 2 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service 6:00 PM 

April 4 
Easter Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, & 1:00 PM 

MARTHA’S KITCHEN

Volunteer teams needed for Martha's Kitchen!  Serve once, or serve a few times!  Drop off  a pre-prepared meal at 
the church for others to serve, or cook and serve!  The church can purchase the ingredients or reimburse you. 
You could even sponsor a meal!  The typical budget for 100 meals is around $150. 

Sign up on SignUpGenius.com by searching for listings under this email address:  Laura.Rectenwald@gmail.com 
or just call or text Laura at (903) 238-7312. 

Current available dates are March 18 and all Thursdays from April 22 forward.



"12

Behold, I come 

among you as one 

who serves.
 

Luke 22:27 

Parish Staff  

The Rev. Sean D. Duncan 
Rector 

Rae Dickson  
Youth Director  

Magdalena Altnau  
Children’s Christian 
Formation Director  

and Social Media Manager  

Danielle Bray  
Nursery Director  

Jim Johnson  
Music Director & Organist  

Melissa Hammers  
Choir Director  

Stacey Shaw  
Parish Administrator  

Suzie Ward  
Administrative Assistant  

Alicia Anderson 
Communications  

Robert Perkins 
Treasurer

Vestry  

Laura Rectenwald  
Senior Warden  

Juli Jameson  
Clerk of the Vestry  

Blair Hammers  

Roy McCarroll  

Edwina Thomas  

Bud Bray  

Henry Henderson 

Katie DeSa 

Tony Pierce 

Julie Trexler  

Dianne Perkins 

Jackie Weeks 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday  

Holy Communion - Rite I  8:00 AM  
In Person 

Children’s Sunday School  9:30 AM 
Youth Christian Formation  9:30 AM 
Adult Christian Formation  9:30 AM 

Holy Communion - Rite II 10:30 AM  
In Person & Facebook Live  

Nursery open - 9:15-11:45 AM 

Wednesday  

Youth - 5:45 PM, Youth Room 
Bible Study - 6:15 PM, Zoom 

Thursday  

Martha’s Kitchen - 6:00 PM  

Church Office Hours 
 Monday - Friday 8:30-12 & 1-4:30 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
106 N. Grove Street 
Marshall, Texas 75670 

903-938-4246 
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org

