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Trinity family, 

The Lord be with you! As September begins, we are back with our Wednesday 
night activities, from 5:30p to 7:30p. For the adults, we are taking a look at 
Anglican identity and what makes our tradition a distinctive part of  the Body of  
Christ. We will cover Anglican history, theology, and liturgy. If  you have been an 
Episcopalian all your life, or just dipping your toe in the water, this forum is for 
you. Youth, children’s ministry, and nursery services are available for all ages. All 
are welcome! 

That being said, you need to be 
aware that COVID cases have steeply 
increased in our area. The Delta 
variant is more virulent than previous 
strains, and this means that more 
people are contracting the virus, and 
more are hospitalized. It remains to 
be seen whether this will translate to 
a higher death rate. Some believe that 
the new variant will follow patterns 
of  other infect ious d iseases, 
becoming less  deadly and more 
infectious as time progresses. 
Others  believe that the death rates 
will mirror earlier spikes. This count 
usually presents two weeks after an 
increase. 
  
The Diocese has empowered rectors 
to create COVID protocol for their 
parishes. It is my conviction that each 
family must weigh the benefits and 
risks of  attendance and other safety 
precautions.  The COVID vaccine is 
effective against all variants of  COVID and is widely available for everyone over 
12 years of  age. Those who choose not to  receive a vaccine assume the risks 
involved in such a choice. Those under 12 have always been the least affected by 
COVID. The most recent death rates from the CDC for ages 0-18, nationwide and 
over 18 months, is 454 (https://data.cdc.gov/widgets/nr4s-juj3?
mobile_redirect=true). This death numbers are roughly equivalent to the estimated 
number of  0-18 flu deaths in 2020-2021 (https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/
2020-2021/pediatric-flu-deaths-reach-new-high.htm). This is not to minimize the 
realities of  a serious virus, nor is it a blanket statement on how COVID will be in 
the future. It is simply to place our situation within its context.  There are no 
guarantees of  safety from COVID;  there never have been. What we must be is 
wise with the freedom we have been given in Christ.  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In light of  all this, I would like to reiterate our position 
in this climate: 

First, the parish will remain open and in person with its 
services and events, and also with virtual live-streaming 
on Sunday mornings. 

Second, you must make the determination whether it is 
wise for your family to attend in person or online at 
this time. We will love you either way.  

Finally, brothers and sisters, Take courage! Do not be 
afraid. Whether you decide it is wisest to attend in 
person or to attend virtually at the present time, don't 
be afraid. Christians can be brave in all circumstances, 
not because we are exempt from disease and  struggle 
and death. It is because our Lord has defeated death 
and the grave, and He loves us. No one can snatch 
us from His hand.  

“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of  my life, of  whom 
shall I be afraid?" (Ps. 27:1) 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one  
is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” (Jn. 10:27-29). 

In Christ,  
Rev. Sean 
8/26/21 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

Sunday Breakfast: We need more families or groups to sign up to be 
breakfast cooks. It is helpful if  teams sign up in rotations, such as every six 
weeks or once a semester. You get to choose what to cook! Also, breakfast 
hosts have the option of  being reimbursed for the cost of  ingredients. Call 
Vince Godinich at 903-407-6400 to sign up or if  you are interested and have 
any questions. 

Acolytes: We currently need more acolytes to carry torches. They must be at 
least seven years old. Mark Trexler will train new acolytes and would prefer 
to start in October. He can be reached at matrexler@aol.com. 

Lectors: If  you are interested in serving as a lector, contact Wanda Fugler at 
fugler@aol.com 

Youth: Prayer Team Needed! We are looking for prayer warriors who are invested in praying for the spiritual growth 
and well-being of  our youth. You will receive an email on a regular basis with the names of  the youth and prayer 
concerns. Prayer request will be kept anonymous and discretion is necessary as some prayer request may be 
personal. Please email Rae at raedickson27@gmail.com if  you would like to join this team. 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ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNICATIONS 
- Want to enjoy this issue of  the Tripod in color and higher resolution? You can find a PDF 
version online at http://www.trinityepiscopalmarshall.org/the-tripod.html. 

- By visiting Trinity’s website, you can also read about the history of  our parish, learn about 
our many ministries, find links of  interest, and keep up with the latest parish news in between 
Tripod issues. 

- For short and sweet weekly updates, sign up to receive the Weekly E-news via email. Send an 
email to trinitychurchmarshall@gmail.com to be added to the distribution list. 

- With Trinity’s rich and long history we know there are so many great memories to share! Do 
you have a great throwback photo you would like shared on Trinity’s Facebook page? Email 
the church office with the title "Throwback Thursdays,” and we will try to include as many as 
we can in the coming weeks and months.  Magda has already posted a few; see one on 
opposite page and visit the Facebook page to see more (https://www.facebook.com/
TrinityEpiscopalMarshall/). 

-Have an announcement, story, or photos you would like included in an upcoming issue of  
The Tripod? Please email trinitychurchmarshall@gmail.com or call the church office. 

 
PERSONNEL ANNOUNCEMENT 
It has been a wonderful experience serving as your Communications 
Coordinator for the last year. As some of  you know, I am a recent 
seminary graduate and postulant for Holy Orders in The Episcopal 
Church. Working at Trinity has been valuable in preparing me for 
ordained ministry in a parish setting. Starting September 7, I will be 
furthering this preparation by beginning a Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE) program. This means that over the next year, I will complete a 
residency as a hospital chaplain - where there is plenty of  real-world 
pastoral care experience to be gained.  

It is bittersweet to leave this position. I am grateful for the opportunity 
and the relationships formed. I remain inspired by the dedication, 
resilience, and generosity of  this community. Trinity is the church where 
I worshipped virtually each week until I was fully vaccinated and 
returned to in-person worship.  

While I will no longer pray with you (unless I want to tune and and hear one of  Rev. Sean’s 
sermons!), I will continue praying for you. If  you all could pray for me and this ministry I am 
about to embark on, that would be the greatest parting gift. I will need all the prayers I can 
get, and so will the patients, their families, and the staff!  

I hope to visit sometime whenever I drive from my current home in Austin to my hometown 
of  Memphis. I look forward to staying in touch and seeing how Trinity grows and builds up 
the body of  Christ. Always remember Ephesians 3:20, 21: “Glory to God, whose power, 
working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or image: Glory to him from generation 
to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.” 

Peace, 
Alicia Anderson  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NURSERY, CHILDREN, AND YOUTH

POOL PARTY
Children's Ministry hosted a So Long Summer Pool Party on August 14 at the Trinity Episcopal School Pool. Youth 
and Young Families were also invited and joined in the fun as we bid farewell to another summer and geared up for 
a new school year! As you can see, everyone had a blast. 

TRANSITION SUNDAY
On August 22, Children’s Christian Formation Director, Magda Altnau, welcomed children moving up from the 
nursery and said farewell to those ready to begin their journey with Youth. Kindergarteners transitioned to 
Children’s Ministry and sixth graders to youth, as Magda handed them over to Youth Director, Rae Dickson. What a 
privilege to watch the children of  our parish flourish and grow and make the next step in their faith journeys. 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CONCERT OUTING
On August 14, Trinity’s Youth joined other East Texas Youth to enjoy a concert by Christian hip-hop artist, 
WANDE. The concert was hosted by Covenant Youth, a youth program of  New Covenant Church in Longview. 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PARENT’S DAY OUT
Parent's Day Out on Saturday, August 21 was another hit! The children had great fun and memories were made.

BACKPACK BLESSING
On Sunday, August 15, Rev. Sean blessed backpacks 
and the congregation prayed for the children and 
teachers. For all of  our students and teachers this 
school year, we pray that the Lord Be With You in all 
that you learn and do. 

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and 
universities, that they may be lively centers for sound 
learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of  wisdom; 
and grant that those who teach and those who learn 
may find you to be the source of  all truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  



TRINITY HISTORY 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SEPTEMBER FEAST DAYS

CONSTANCE AND HER COMPANIONS, SEPTEMBER 9
The Martyrs of  Memphis: Constance, Thecla, Ruth, Frances, Charles Parsons, and Louis Schuyler, 1878 
While this is one of  the “unbolded” feasts in the BCP, it is important in light of  our current situation. Constance 
and her companions were Episcopal nuns and priests who tended to the sick during the Yellow Fever epidemic 
and ultimately sacrificed their lives. In 1873, nuns from the newly formed Sisterhood of  St. Mary arrived in 
Memphis to start a girls’ school right as the first wave of  the Yellow Fever struck the city. Though unacclimated, 
they remained in the city, caring for the sick, the orphaned, and the poor, as many with financial resources escaped 
the city. In 1878, a second wave hit, and Constance and Thecla returned to help their Cathedral Companions. At 
the worst point of  the epidemic, more than half  the population fled the city, and of  those who remained, a 
quarter died of  the disease. Constance and her Companions remained and the four nuns and two priests we 
commemorate on this day all succumbed to the disease. We remember and honor them for their sacrifices. 
First Lesson: 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 
Psalm: Psalm 116:1–8 
Gospel: John 12:24-28 
The Collect: We give you thanks and praise, O God of  compassion, for the heroic witness of  the Martyrs of  
Memphis, who, in a time of  plague and pestilence, were steadfast in their care for the sick and dying, and loved 
not their own lives, even unto death; Inspire in us a like love and commitment to those in need, following the 
example of  our Savior Jesus Christ; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

Our Core 
Values:

Commitment to 
Jesus Christ

Authority of 
Scripture 

Evangelism

Relational 
Ministry

Worship

Servant 
Ministry

Sacrificial Giving
 
Biblical 
Leadership

Do you recognize anyone in this photo? If  so, please let the church office know 
in addition to The Marshall New-Messenger. And while you’re at it, please send 
us any old photos you may have for Throwback Thursdays (see pages 2 and 3). 



HOLY CROSS DAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Old Testament: Isaiah 45:21-25 
Psalm: Psalm 98 
Epistle: Philippians 2:5-11 or Galatians 6:14-18 
Gospel: John 12:31-36a 
The Collect: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross 
that he might draw the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the 
mystery of  our redemption, may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

ST. MATTHEW, APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST, SEPTEMBER 21
Old Testament: Proverbs 3:1-6 
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40 
Epistle: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 
Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13 
The Collect: We thank you, heavenly Father, for the 
witness of  your apostle and evangelist Matthew to the 
Gospel of  your Son our Savior; and we pray that, after 
his example, we may with ready wills and hearts obey the 
calling of  our Lord to follow him; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, SEPTEMBER 29
“The biblical word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a 
messenger. Messengers from God can be visible or invisible, and 
may assume human or non-human forms. Christians have always felt 
themselves to be attended by helpful spirits—swift, powerful, and 
enlightening. Those beneficent spirits are often depicted in Christian 
art in human form, with wings to signify their swiftness and 
spacelessness, with swords to signify their power, and with dazzling 
raiment to signify their ability to enlighten. Unfortunately, this type 
of  pictorial representation has led many to dismiss the angels as “just 
another mythical beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.”  
Of  the many angels spoken of  in the Bible, only four are called by 
name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, and Raphael. The Archangel Michael 
is the powerful agent of  God who wards off  evil from God’s people, 
and delivers peace to them at the end of  this life’s mortal struggle. 
“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has long been one of  
the popular celebrations of  the Christian Year in many parts of  the 
world.” - Revised Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018, p. 501. 

Old Testament: Genesis 28:10-17 
Psalm: Psalm 103 
Second Lesson: Revelation 12:7-12 
Gospel: John 1:47-51 
The Collect: Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of  angels and 
mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven, so by your appointment 
they may help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 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EVENTS AND PROGRAMS

Mark your calendars or cut out and stick these graphics to your fridge! We’ve got a busy and fun-filled September 
ahead and much more continuing throughout the year. 
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JOIN US IN PRAYING FOR

OUR CLERGY:              
Bishops Andy, Jeff, Hector, and Kai, and our Rector, the 
Rev. Sean Duncan 

OUR STAFF:
Jim Johnson - Organist; Melissa Hammers - Choir Director; 
Stacey Shaw - Parish Administrator; Suzie Ward - Admin. 
Assistant; Danielle Bray - Nursery Director; Magda Altnau - 
Children’s Christian Formation Director and Social Media 
Manager; Rae Dickson - Youth Minister;  Alicia Anderson – 
Communications Coordinator, Tammy Faulkner - Martha’s Kitchen  
Assistant Director 
                                                   
OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS:
Our President, Joe; our Governor, Greg; our County Judge, Chad; our Mayor, Terri 
  
OUR SERVICEMEN & WOMEN:
Douglas Manly, James Ott, Zachary Vernon Walker, Jason Woodley, Michael Walsh, Lisa Sperhake, 
Barrett Horak,  Christopher Love, Audrey Dobbs, Aubrey Toussaint, Edgar Simmons, Kenny 
Welch, Ryan Allgood, Wil Moseley, Chase Tondee, Chandler Province, Alex Cameron, Cole Cathey 
  
OUR PARISHIONERS:
Clarence Brown, Joe Weinberg, Rick Toussaint, Sandy Toussaint, Walter Fugler, Wanda Fugler,  
Charles Porter, Carol Hicks, Mary Lou Barkett, Ron Denney, Sr., Holly Hasty, Yank Terrell, Richard 
Anderson,  Harold Hoffmeister, Mary Wasike, Nora Brown, Fort Staggers, Flo Lewis, Terry Weeks, 
Remo Mastrogiacomo, Sam Clark, Diane Taylor, Dick Toussaint, Lisa Bray, Roy McCarroll, Edwina 
Thomas, Kay Kemp, Michael Cason, Virginia Nader, Margot Lingold, David Cope 

IN THE COMMUNITY:
Tommy Asaff, Brad Thomas, Philip Ford, Lola Duncan, Roy Garcia, Marty Alexander, Maureen 
Potter, Cason Bonsall,  Diane McConnell, Stephen Ward, Raymond Nader, Janet Wells, Michael 
Bogue, A.D. Jordan,  Harold McArthur, April McClaskey, Jeremy Fugate, Nola Honeycutt, Laurie 
Robb, John Heath, Laura Dunham, Glen Reeves, Grayson Flanagan, Duncan Lewis, Shannon 
Penner, Bentley Burkett, Daniel Martin, Rose Runnels, Charlie Rae Furrh, Drew Furrh, Jared Seal, 
Dee Brown 

HOMEBOUND:
Bill & Carolyn Sullivan – Home, Mary Jane McElroy – Reunion Inn, Peggy Tracy – Home, Patty 
Whaley – Home, JoAnn Cason - Home 

CHURCH TRIUMPHANT: Carol Meyer  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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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2  Jackie Weeks 

4  Ronald "Bud" Denny, Jr. 

5  Kathleen Abraham 

5  Sue Boyd 

9  Michael Brannon 

11  Mary Spellings 

12  Auby Minchew 

14  Larry "Yank" Terrell 

16  Jan Orta 

Watch over your children, O 
Lord, as their days increase; bless 
and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when 
they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise 
them up if  they fall; and in their 
hearts may thy peace which 
passes understanding abide all 
the days of  their lives; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

18  Joann Cason 

19  Bill Sullivan 

25  Bud Bray 

26  Anne Godinich 

28  Sagan Jameson-Hatch 

29  Crystal Brown 

29  Michael DeSa 

30  Jack DeSa 

30  Joyce Hammers 

9  Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kerr 

17  Mr. & Mrs. Bud Bray 

26  Mr. & Mrs. Michael Brannon 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so 
love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their 
home may be a haven of  blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES



MINISTRY ROSTER
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FINANCIALS

July Income: $17,466.81   July Expenses: $34,041.46    July Difference: (16,574.65) 
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Behold, I come 

among you as one 

who serves.
 

Luke 22:27 

Parish Staff  

The Rev. Sean D. Duncan 
Rector 

Rae Dickson  
Youth Director  

Magdalena Altnau  
Children’s Christian 
Formation Director  

and Social Media Manager  

Danielle Bray  
Nursery Director  

Jim Johnson  
Music Director & Organist  

Melissa Hammers  
Choir Director  

Stacey Shaw  
Parish Administrator  

Suzie Ward  
Administrative Assistant  

Alicia Anderson 
Communications  

Tammy Faulkner 
Martha’s Kitchen Asst. Dir. 

Vestry  

Laura Rectenwald  
Senior Warden  

Blair Hammers 
Junior Warden 

Juli Jameson  
Clerk of the Vestry  

Roy McCarroll  

Edwina Thomas  

Bud Bray  

Henry Henderson 

Katie DeSa 

Tony Pierce 

Julie Trexler  

Jackie Weeks 

Ken Kerr 
Treasurer 

Weekly Schedule  

Sunday Morning  

Holy Communion - Rite I 8:00  
(In Person) 

Nursery open - 9:15-11:45 
Inquirers’ Class (Sept 5, 12, 19) 9:15 

Children’s Sunday School 9:30 
Youth Christian Formation 9:30 
Adult Christian Formation 9:30 

Holy Communion - Rite II 10:30  
(In Person & Facebook Live) 

Wednesday Evening 

Choir 5:00-6:00 
Dinner 5:30-6:15 

Rector’s Forum 6:15-7:15 
Compline 7:15-7:30 

MYC (Youth) 6:00-7:30 
Children’s Program 6:00-7:30 

Thursday Evening 

Martha’s Kitchen - 5:30-6:15  

Church Office Hours 

 Monday - Friday 8:30-12 & 1-4:30 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
106 N. Grove Street 
Marshall, Texas 75670 

903-938-4246 
http://trinityepiscopalmarshall.org
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