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Trinity Episcopal
Churchos
Vision:

In glorifying God,
we the members of
Trinity Church, will

foster a unified

parish,

demonstrate our
spirituality with an
open heart, and

reflect in our
actions the good
news of the Holy

Spirit to all

members of our
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| On Thanksgiving Day we once again hosted the

giving Outreach Ministry, and | got to say it was a
For the 28th year we fed various members of our
nity who needed a Thanksgiving meal and proba

had many people come out to help from the chur
surrounding community. We had so many peoplg
that we finished cutting the desserts at 8:25 am, v

many helping serve and load boxes to go. At one
during the first run the line to begin serving went
Saints Hall. Basically, as soon as someone dropy

We also served pretty close to our goal. At the er
day we served 1075 individual meals, plus we sent some food to Wiley Collg
dents there. This year we began something
different. A few tables in All Saints Hal
decorated with table cloths, and set jus
you would have at home. With plates,
ware, napkins, and cups. This was do
the people who chose to eat their meal
church so that they could fill more at h

of a tego box.
We could not have pulled this off witho
help of you all. Those of you who pilled cran-

berry sauce, cut desserts, served food, stood i

while the servers were filling ygarkioxes, and

out you. A special thanks to all those who wor
hind the scenes, and before the day to preparg
thing and make sure we had all the food and s
#8 we needed.

- Jesus tells us when we are feeding the hungry
truly feeding him. He told St. Peter after his re
tion to fiFeed my shee
Jesus calls us to do, to feed. This ministry is f
Jesusd call to feed.
suso6 call

their tego box full of food they were already at the |
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about 20 minutes sooner than last year. We also|hac
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those who delivered; we could not have done this
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Our Mission

To proclaim the
Gospel of Jesu
Christ by:

Inviting all to
accept Jesus

Christ as Lord
and Savior.

Fostering the
presence of the
Holy Spirit for

the
equipping of
saints to do the
work of
ministry.

Witnessing to th
power of God to
heal, transform
and make all
things new.

Supporting thos
who by word
and
example make
Christéo
tive work know!

Bi shopbds Vi sit and

C

On Sunday November 18th, we welcomed Bishop Fisher and his wife Susan at our 10:30 se
vice. He preached a sermon | think we all needed to hear, and confirmed 2 adults. After the

service we enjoyed a reception honori

ng t

visit to our church. Bishop Fisher met with members of the vestry following the reception. Ir
that meeting he affirmed the work we are doing in regards to racial reconciliation and reachit

out to the community. Bishop Fisher mentioned how our work around racial reconciliat

onis

being spoken about throughout the diocese, and people are taking notice of Trinity in Mar-
shall. He also spoke kindly about the diverse makeup of our congregation. He also spoke

highly of our choir, as they once again delivered a wonderful offertory anthem.

The two confirmands were our choir director Melissa Hammers, and a newer member Larry

Garcia. They worked hard studying and preparing for this moment in their spiritual jour

neys
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Rectorodos Ref |

Dear Beloved in Christ:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Also, a Blessed Advent and a
very Merry Christmas. We all have much to be thankful for as this year draws to a close. Our thankfulness
should be reflected in our worship. The greatest thing we should be thankful for is the forgiveness of our

sins. In Hebrews 9:22weread) ndeed, wunder the | aw al most every
shedding of bl ood t hGhrstdbload svasished fér ast Hjsiceneng &nd tus bioth sets i r
the stage for the fulfill ment of Godds plan for

Does this shedding of blood sound harsh? If purification is to take place why must it be with blood? Why
i's that necessary for si ns tdafterakHefis&Godgrieatoeaf @l Why ¢
things. Surely, He can choose to simply forgive sins without requiring something so disagreeable as sheddi
blood?

It is harsh. Our culture has relativized sin to the point where there is no sin. We have become a plural-
istic society without a base line of moral or ethical behavior. When someone makes a moral or ethical stand
they are often chastised for being unbending, or something more heinous. We have forgotten the damage
sin does not just to ourselves, our souls, but to those around us. The use of blood, that which is life, Is to im
press upon us that sin takes life away.

Why is the shedding of blood necessary for sins to be forgiven? Everything we do has consequences. |
challenge you to name one thing, just one thing to which there is no consequences. It is rather like the law c
physics, for every action there is an opposite and equal reaction. When we sin we wound someone, it may
be ourselves or another person, it certainly wounds God to see his creation in rebellion against His perfect
will. God can simply forgive sin; after all, God is capable of anything. But, God is first a God who loves us
enough to seek justice for us. Do we teach our children consequences? Of course we do. It is often a painft
experience for the parent for they do not enjoy seeing the suffering of the child they love. But they do it for
the childdés own good. They do it out of | ove. TF
themselves and others. Why then should we not understand God doing the same thing?

We have an aversion to blood. It brings to mind violence. This is a good thing for it reminds us that sin is
violence. Its commission or omission is a violent act against God, others, and ourselves. Perhaps our sins &
privatedi t doesndt hurt anyone else (I would chall en
such thing as private sin. 8iwaysaffects our relationship with God and with others. It also impacts on our
acceptance of ourselves.

Sin is costly. Blood calls to mind the cost of forgiveness. That which costs a great deal; we value. It is
easy to think of this in terms of positions. It is more difficult to comprehend when we shift it to the realm of
relationships. But, relationships also have a cost, the more we put into them the more we value them. No ef
fort, no value. The val ue f ordJoeusru sr,e dGondpdtsi oonw nf rsc
the sacrifice that we might be cleansed of our sin. It was messy, it was horrible, it was agonizing, and it was
necessary.

How will we recognize this cost? How will we seek to be washed in the blood of Christ? Will we reject it
because it doesndot fit into what is comfortable
with itd it may make us ill at ease. The sacrifice made once for all is now available for us to accept or re-
ject. If we reject it, we reject life itself. For it is in the sacrifice we find life eternal.

In this month; a month that proclaims the coming of Christ and the month that He enters the world, fully
God and fully man, I am thankful for so many people and blessing that God has poured out upon me and
my family. But | am always most thankful for the forgiveness of my sins that has been given to me through
Christds atoning sacrifice and Godds I mmeasur abl
tion better than having that gift and cherishing it.

Pax et Bonum,
Fr. John
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Our Vision:
Our vision for

Trinity Episcopa
Church

includes

Growing a
dynamic youth

program.
Reaching out to
our community

with the love of
Christ.

Increasing spiritu

and congrega-

tional growth for
our parish.

Jesus is Lord

Youth news

Trinity youth were able to pack 30 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child this year. Th
fourth year to participate in this project and we have our system down! Our boxes are pac
and girls the same age as our youth. In each box we pack a soccer ball and pump, clothin
(socks-shirt or scarf), school supplies (pens, pencilshpgiee®, products (toothbrush, soap,
washcloth), filops and varies small toys. The youth pack their boxes with love and care, a
placed in each box and the children who receive the boxes are prayed for. During our pac
we watcha film on how the boxes are distributed throughout the world and we hear from se
dren how the boxes impacted their life. One of the most special features of sending the sh
each is knowing that each child will have the opportunity to be involved in a 12 week disci
gram to learn about the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The contents of each box roughly cost aroatmh§20ith an additional postage of $9 for per b
This cost is &t by donations from our church members. Shipping cost, however, is alway
tary donation and this year it has totaled $220.00. Expenses were 231.52. So in all it cost
Our donations this year were $539, so all expenses were convered!

In the upcoming new year, | would like to have a special item featured each month for dor
that cost is efét even more! By purchasing items in advance, we have the opportunity to b

IV [0 SRUTERNELE  and/or get clearance items. Watch your monthly newsletter and church bulletin for the fea

and let's keep Operation Christmas Child going all year long!

Brotherhood of St Andrew

Please Note, there will be no Brotherhood of St. Andrew meeting this

month. Nor will there beanybi-we ek |l y bi bl e studi ec
Enjoy your December, and have a Merry Christmas!




